Chapter 10

SOUTHERN BOULEVARD SECTION

The Southern Boulevard section extends along the southwest side of Southern Boulevard from Runnymede Road
to the King James Care Center. A combined PSE&G power line right-of-way and Texas Eastern gas right-of-way
bisect the site from east to west. In the 1980s housing and a new street, Geoffrey Court, were constructed on the
north side of the power lines. At about the same time, streets and housing near the power lines were added on the
site of the former Schwartz dairy farm, now called Wickham Woods.

One stream drains the housing developments on the slopes to the northeast of Southern Boulevard and enters the
Southern Boulevard section across from the firehouse on Southern Boulevard. Another stream drains from
Fairmount Avenue and enters the Southern Boulevard section near the Gazebo. Both streams are tributaries of
Black Brook and enter the Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge within a half mile of where they enter the
section.

Residential areas border the southwest side of Southern Boulevard from Fairmount Avenue to Park View Road.
Extending beyond Park View Road are the Fairmount Country Club, Noe Pond Club, the property containing the
police department and the department of public works, and the King James Care Center. Wetlands and the Great
Swamp National Wildlife Refuge border the rear of most of these areas and a JCP&L power line right-of-way
parallels Southern Boulevard behind these properties. Pockets of wetlands can be found near Geoffrey Court and
in Wickham Woods. Development in all of these areas is constrained by the necessity of obtaining wetlands
permits from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.

For over fifteen years remediation of fuel spilled from underground storage tanks at the Department of Public
Works has been ongoing. Contaminated groundwater is pumped out and directed into the Tanglewood sewage
treatment plant. This pumping removes pollutants and creates water pressure that prevents the pollution from
extending beyond the current 100 foot wide plume of contamination. The current remediation system is being
reevaluated for effectiveness.

Bullets containing lead are collected from the shooting range at the police department and disposed of at a
hazardous waste facility.

West of Geoffrey Court is the 42-acre Morris County Outdoor Education Center and nature preserve. The
Education Center is adjacent to the PSE&G power line right-of-way, which contains wetlands. Both provide
important habitat for species which depend on forested wetlands including spring peepers (a common frog), red-
winged blackbirds, endangered turtles, and red-tailed and red-shouldered hawks (the latter is endangered). The
right-of-way borders the Refuge in the western area of the section.

Most trees in the wooded areas of the section appear to be 20-30 years old. Predominant tree species here and in
the other natural areas of the Township are American beech and various oak species (red oak, pin oak, white oak,
swamp white oak) with lesser numbers of red maple, tulip tree, hickory and sweet gum.

The Tanglewood sewage treatment plant (WTP#1), which borders Wickham Woods on the east, is adjacent to the
PSE&G power line right-of-way. The plant discharges about 800,000 gallons per day of sewage effluent into a
tributary of Black Brook. There are pollutant monitoring wells mandated by the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Conservation on that tributary.

OPEN SPACE

Township-owned open space in the section includes the Police/DPW parcel and the land around the sewage
treatment plant. Morris County owns the Education Center land. The power line right-of-way acts as open space,
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providing habitat and informal recreational opportunities such as walking. Open land on the property of the Noe
Pond Club and Fairmount Country Club provides some limited habitat.
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