
MINUTES 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 
JANUARY 18, 2018 

 
Mayor Ritter called the Regular Meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of 
Chatham to order at 7:35 P.M. 
 
Adequate Notice of this meeting of the Township Committee was given as required by the Open 
Public Meetings Act as follows: Notice was given to both The Chatham Courier and the Morris 
County Daily Record on January 5, 2018; notice was posted on the bulletin board in the main 
hallway of the Municipal Building on January 5, 2018; and notice was filed with the Township 
Clerk on January 5, 2018. 
  
Mayor Ritter led the flag salute. 
 
Roll Call 

 
Answering present to the roll call were Committeeman Selen, Committeeman Kelly, 
Committeeman Sullivan, Deputy Mayor Swartz and Mayor Ritter.   
  
Approval of Agenda  
 
Deputy Mayor Swartz moved to approve the agenda.  Committeeman Selen seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously.   
  
Reports  
 
Committeeman Selen reported that he attended the celebration of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day at 
the Library of the Chathams, and he commended Jessica Romeo for organizing the event.  He 
also reported that the Board of Health has selected John Nachtigal as Board President for 2018, 
and Lucille Plantemoli is the Board’s Vice-President.  Committeeman Selen also reported that he 
visited the Public Works facility, and thanked DPW Director Richard Young for providing him 
with a tour.   
 
Committeeman Kelly reported that the Department of Public Works has been busy recently with 
plowing and salting roads during snowstorms.  He asked residents to clear snow and ice from 
sidewalks along their properties.  Committeeman Kelly also reported that the ice skating rink at 
Nash Field is up and running.  Committeeman Kelly further reported that the Community Garden 
Committee will soon be assigning plots, and he asked current gardeners wishing to renew their 
plots to send in their forms so as not to risk losing their plots.   
 
Committeeman Sullivan reported that Martha Wells will be serving as President of the Chatham 
Township Historical Society.  She has also been appointed to serve as the Region IV Municipal 
Representative to the Morris County Historical Preservation Trust Fund Review Board.  
Committeeman Sullivan also reported that the NJSLOM has released their list of 2018 legislative 
priorities, and he cited the items listed.     
 
Deputy Mayor Swartz reported that the Senior Center Board met recently, and they have 
announced that the Chatham High School Key Club spent the MLK Jr Day of Service removing 
bulletin board items at the Senior Center.  The Donor Appreciation Day party is being held on 
January 28th.  Deputy Mayor Swartz also pointed out that the Consent Agenda includes a 
resolution to reaffirm the Green Team, which earns the Township points toward Sustainable 
Jersey status.  Deputy Mayor Swartz has also been in touch with Congressman Frelinghuysen’s 
office regarding the ongoing problem with mail delivery service from the Chatham Post Office.   
 
Mayor Ritter reported that the School District of the Chathams is having their open curriculum 
meeting on Monday, February 5th at 6:30 PM.   
 
Engineer Ruschke reported that the capital improvement projects are not currently active due to 
weather.   
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Deputy Mayor Swartz noted that the Township’s email server has been down since Thursday, 
January 11th.   
 
Mayoral Statement  
 
Mayor Ritter gave the attached Mayoral Statement for 2018.   
 
Hearing of Citizens  
  
Mayor Ritter opened the Hearing of Citizens.   
 

1. Ila Rasmussen, 25 Hickory Place Apt. E3, asked that speed bumps be installed on 
Hickory Place.  Mayor Ritter suggested that the request be referred to the Public Safety 
Committee, as there may be ways to address speeding on Hickory Place other than speed 
bumps.     

 
2. Genevieve Castelino, 104 Ormont Road, said that she had reached out to Mayor Hagner 

several years ago about power outages on Ormont.  She asked that JCP&L be contacted 
by the Township again, as there are still issues with outages and power surges.  Mrs. 
Castelino also noted that Stacey Ewald came within 80 votes of being elected to the 
Township Committee, and the Township is becoming more diverse.  She said she looks 
forward to a healthy debate on the Township Committee, and she will continue to speak 
during public hearings to ensure that debate occurs.    
 

3. Todd Goodman, 4 Woodlawn Drive, said that there is a document on the Township 
website which refers to the scenic impact of new construction.  He asked if the language 
in the document is a suggestion or a regulation.  Engineer Ruschke said that the document 
is for guidance, and is not codified in the Township ordinances.  Mr. Goodman asked 
why the document is posted if it is not being enforced.  He also opined that the current 
land use regulations favor builders.  Mr. Goodman also suggested that regulations be 
enacted which would require consideration if a structure is significantly taller than 
neighboring structures.  Mr. Goodman also asked if coverage ratio is no longer in the 
Township ordinances.  Engineer Ruschke said that there are requirements for building 
coverage and impervious coverage.  Mr. Goodman asked who determines if those rules 
are being followed.  Engineer Ruschke said that his offices reviews the lot grading plans 
which are submitted.  He also described the process by which professionals prepare the 
documents submitted.  Engineer Ruschke also noted that the land use regulations 
currently enacted are enforced.  Mr. Goodman also asked about the fine for removal of 
trees when permits are not obtained.  Engineer Ruschke said that the fine is at the 
Municipal Court’s discretion.  Attorney Cruz said that the Township Codebook sets a 
range, and the Judge will set a specific fine within the specified range.  Attorney Cruz 
also said that the maximum penalty is set by statute at $2500.  Mr. Goodman opined that 
the penalties have no teeth, as builders will be willing to pay the fines.  He would like to 
see the fines be high enough to serve as a deterrent to the clear-cutting of lots.  Mayor 
Ritter said that the Township Committee will be reviewing the Tree Protection Ordinance 
to examine ways in which clear-cutting can be prevented.  Mr. Goodman asked that a 
means be found in which a Township resident can perform site visits to construction 
sites.  Engineer Ruschke said that one could drive around the town to see if new 
construction fits a neighborhood.  He also noted that some cases need to go before the 
Board of Adjustment when they do not conform to the Township’s zoning regulations.  
He also noted that the Board of Adjustment conducts site visits.  Mr. Goodman also 
asked at what point the public can voice a concern over a lot grading approval.  Engineer 
Ruschke said that he is open to comments from the public during the entire approval 
process.  Committeeman Sullivan noted that there are times when builders blatantly 
violate Township regulations, and it can be difficult to police.  Mr. Goodman opined that 
the zoning regulations are too loose.  Committeeman Sullivan noted that the tree 
protection ordinance is going to be addressed by the Township Committee in 2018.  Mr. 
Goodman asked if there is a limit on how long a house can take to be built.  Engineer 
Ruschke said that length of time is regulated by the Uniform Construction Code, which 
does allow a long period of time.   
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4. Agnes Reitz, 5 Woodlawn Drive, expressed concerns about potential redevelopment at 3 
Woodlawn Drive.  She also addressed the noise levels and rock blasting during recent 
construction on Woodlawn Drive.  Mrs. Reitz also said that she experienced sewage 
problems during the construction on her street, as well as drainage issues.  Engineer 
Ruschke said that the Construction Official does most of the regular inspections, and Mr. 
Impink will get Engineer Ruschke’s office involved with inspections as needed.     
 

5. Chris Walmsley, 4 Long Hill Road, said that zoning regulations can be changed, however 
the aesthetic of his neighborhood has been destroyed by new homes which were recently 
built.  He asked for a dialogue with the Township Committee about redevelopment.  Mr. 
Walmsley also expressed concern about the number of trees that have been taken down 
by builders in his neighborhood.  Mayor Ritter said that the Township cannot tell builders 
to stop building when they are complying with regulations.  Mr. Walmsley asked that a 
process be put in place that neighbors be informed when a developer buys a property.  He 
also said that taste cannot be legislated, however neighbors should have an opportunity to 
have their concerns heard.  Committeeman Sullivan opined that the ordinances should 
consider the average of the street regarding the height of structures.  Engineer Ruschke 
said that builders will generally maximize the size of a new home, and he is obligated to 
enforce the laws and regulations currently in effect.   

 
6. Carol Wipfmiller, 2 Woodlawn Drive, said that Mrs. Rietz will be most affected by 

redevelopment on Woodlawn Drive.  She asked that zoning regulations be changed to 
minimize the impact of new construction on neighbors.  Mrs. Wipfmiller also said that 
the neighborhood endured 6 weeks of pneumatic drilling causing a lot of noise, and she 
spoke with the health inspector to address the noise.  She said that she reached out 
repeatedly and her calls were not returned.   
 

7. Mr. Goodman asked if the Planning Board is the appropriate Board to address the 
construction issues on Woodlawn Drive.  Attorney Cruz said that the Township Engineer 
and Construction Official are bound by the regulations currently in place.  Attorney Cruz 
said that the Planning Board can discuss the process and zoning regulations moving 
forward.  The Township Committee ultimately considers ordinances, however the 
Planning Board can suggest ordinance changes to the Township Committee.  Mr. 
Goodman asked about subdivision applications.  Attorney Cruz said that subdivision 
applications are submitted to the Planning Board, and property owners within 200 feet are 
notified of the pending application and hearings.  If an application is a conforming 
proposal, it does not need board approval and no notifications are required.     
 

8. Mr. Walmsley said that it would be helpful to have an informal dialogue with the 
Township Committee regarding the land use regulations.  Attorney Cruz said that any 
municipal ordinances have to be consistent with the Municipal Land Use Law.  Mayor 
Ritter said that he would be willing to meet with the residents.   
 

Seeing no further comment, Mayor Ritter closed the Hearing of Citizens.   
 
Introduction of Ordinances   
 
Ordinance 2018-1 
 

ORDINANCE 2018-01 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER VI OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE TO AMEND THE 

ANNUAL RENEWAL FEE FOR LIQUOR LICENSES 
 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham, County of 
Morris, State of New Jersey, that the Revised General Ordinances of the Township of Chatham, 1995, are 
hereby amended in pertinent part to modify subsection 6-3.7 of Chapter VI, Alcoholic Beverage Control, 
to increase the renewal fees for plenary retail consumption licenses and plenary retail distribution licenses 
as follows:  
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1. 6-3.7 License Fees, Maximum Number.   

The annual fees of licenses for the sale or distribution of alcoholic beverages in the Township 
shall be as follows: 

Class of License    Annual Fee  Number 

Plenary Retail Consumption License  $2500.00       3 
Plenary Retail Distribution License   $1879.20       2  

       2.  All other terms and provisions of subsection 6-3.7, Chapter VI, Alcoholic Beverage Control, 
of the Township Code shall remain unchanged. 
 3.  This ordinance shall take effect as provided by law. 
 
 
 
The Township Clerk said that in 2012, the Township Committee adopted an ordinance to allow 
for the creation of a third Plenary Retail Consumption License, and at that time began taking steps to 
increase liquor license fees toward the statutory maximum of $2500.  He also noted that municipalities 
are allowed to raise liquor license renewal fees by 20% from one year to the next.  As such, Ordinance 
2018-01 raises the Plenary Retail Distribution License by 20%.  Committeeman Sullivan asked how the 
Consumption License fee is already at $2500 and the Distribution License fee is only at $1879.20.  Mr. 
LaConte said that when the Township Committee began raising fees,  
 
Committeeman Kelly moved to introduce Ordinance 2018-01.  Committeeman Selen seconded 
the motion.   
  
Roll call: Committeeman Selen, Aye; Committeeman Kelly, Aye; Committeeman Sullivan, Aye; 
Deputy Mayor Swartz, Aye; Mayor Ritter, Aye. 
 
Public Hearing for Ordinance 2018-01 will be scheduled for February 8, 2018.   
 
Ordinance 2018-02  
 

ORDINANCE 2018-02 
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY, TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO 
ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) 

 
WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the 

preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget up to 2.5% unless 
authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to 
certain exceptions; and, 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by 
ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% 
percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and,  

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham in the County of Morris 
finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2018 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s 
final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee hereby determines that a 3.5 % increase in the budget for 
said year, amounting to $389,486.90 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted 
by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and, 

WHEREAS the Township Committee hereby determines that any amount authorized 
hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final 
appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Chatham, in the County of Morris, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body 
affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY 2018 budget year, the final appropriations of the Township of 
Chatham shall, in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, be increased by 3.5%, 
amounting to $ 389,486.90, and that the CY 2018 municipal budget for the Township of Chatham be 
approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not 
appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of 
the next two succeeding years; and, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed 
with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and,  
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the 
recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 
 
 
Mayor Ritter noted that the Cap Bank Ordinance is an annual ordinance.  Mr. LaConte reported 
on behalf of Administrator Ciccarone that this ordinance is the first step in the budget process.  
He said that the appropriations cap is tied to the cost of living index.  If a municipality adopts a 
cap bank ordinance, the municipality can increase appropriations up to 3.5% over the prior year, 
and bank the difference between the actual appropriations and the cost of living index.   Mr. 
LaConte also noted that this ordinance does not make any actual appropriations.  
 
Committeeman Sullivan moved to introduce Ordinance 2018-08.  Deputy Mayor Swartz 
seconded the motion.   
  
Roll call: Committeeman Selen, Aye; Committeeman Kelly, Aye; Committeeman Sullivan, Aye; 
Deputy Mayor Swartz, Aye; Mayor Ritter, Aye. 
 
Public Hearing for Ordinance 2018-02 will be scheduled for February 8, 2018.   
 
Consent Agenda 

 
RESOLUTION 2018-035 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 
AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS, PAYROLLS, SCHOOL TAXES AND COUNTY TAXES 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that bills in the total amount of $805,404.59 and the prior month’s payroll 
of $406,527.86 Current Fund, $46,104.14 Sewer No. 1, $10,837.14 Sewer No. 2, and  
$20,795.23 Police Private Employment be paid. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that taxes due to the School District of the Chathams, for the 
month of January 2018, in the amount of $3,036,968.00 be paid. 

 
RESOLUTION 2018-036 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, 
ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT OF REPORTS  

  
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham that the 
following monthly reports of departments be acknowledged as received: 
   

CFO – December  
Construction Official – December  
Police Department – December      
Vital Statistics – 4th Quarter  
Dog Licensing Official – 4th Quarter  
Raffle Licenses – 4th Quarter   

  State Training Fees – 4th Quarter 
 

RESOLUTION 2018-037 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 

APPROVING MINUTES OF MEETINGS 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham acknowledges 
receipt of and approves the minutes of the Township Committee meeting held   on January 4, 2018.   
 

RESOLUTION 2018-038 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACT FOR 

PROFESSIONAL AUDITING SERVICES WITH NISIVOCCIA LLP FOR 2018 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township of Chatham has a need to acquire the professional auditing services 
as a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4; and, 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in writing that the value of 
the contract will exceed $17,500, not to exceed $100,000; and, 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is 1 year; and 
WHEREAS, Nisivoccia LLP has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure 

Certification which certifies that Nisivoccia LLP has not made any reportable contributions to a political 
or candidate committee in the Township of Chatham in the previous one year, and that the contract will 
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prohibit the Nisivoccia LLP from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; 
and 
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined that sufficient funds are or will be 
available upon adoption of the budget for year 2018; and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of Chatham authorizes the Mayor 
and Clerk to enter into a contract with Nisivoccia LLP, Inc. as described herein; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution as well as the Contract shall be 
placed on file with the Clerk of the Township of Chatham. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the 
Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of this resolution shall be printed as provided by 
law in the Chatham Courier. 
 

RESOLUTION 2018-039 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 

AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF A STATE RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT 
APPLICATION FOR 2017 

  
 WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L. 1987. c.102,  has 
established a recycling fund from which tonnage grant may be made to municipalities in order to 
encourage local source separation and recycling programs;  and  
 WHEREAS, it is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act 
to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue and to expand 
existing programs; and 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection is promulgating recycling 
regulations to implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and 
 WHEREAS, the recycling regulations impose on municipalities certain requirements as a 
condition for applying tonnage grants, including but not limited to, making and keeping accurate, 
verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and 
 WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing the municipality to apply for such tonnage grants will 
memorialize the commitment of this municipality to recycling and to indicate the assent of the Township 
Committee of the Township of Chatham to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the 
requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and 

WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure the 
application is properly completed and timely filed. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Chatham that the Township of Chatham hereby endorses the submission of the recycling tonnage grant 
application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and designates CHRISTIE 
TRAGNO, Recycling Coordinator, to ensure that the application is properly filed; and 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the monies receive 
 

RESOLUTION 2018-040 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 

REFUNDING CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FEE 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has considered the request submitted by the Construction 
Official  with regard to the fee that was paid for a construction permit that was submitted to the 
Township; and  

WHEREAS, the project for which the permit was issued is for the Chatham Emergency Squad, 
and is therefore exempt from permit fees; and 

WHEREAS, the fee collected for the permit was $193.00; and 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Chatham that the following amount be refunded to the depositor of record: 
 

NAME PERMIT # AMOUNT 

Ron Jon Heating & Cooling  
Attn: Kim  
12 A/B Great Meadow Lane  
East Hanover, NJ  07936  

17-0887 
 

$193.00 

 
RESOLUTION 2018-041 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
CHATHAM, COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AFFIRMING THE 

DESIGNATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
CHATHAM AS THE GREEN TEAM TO LEAD IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 

SUSTAINABLE JERSEY MUNICIPAL CERTIFICATION 



 7 

  
 WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham supports participation of the 
Township of Chatham in the Sustainable Jersey Municipal Certification Program; and 
 WHEREAS, the  Sustainable Jersey Municipal Certification Program has a mandatory action 
requirement that participating communities create a Green Team to lead and coordinate the sustainable 
activities of the community; and  
 WHEREAS, the Environmental Commission of the Township of Chatham was created for the 
protection, development or use of all natural resources located within the Township 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that  the Township Committee of the Township of 
Chatham affirms its continued support of Resolution 2009-124 adopted on May 28, 2009 and Resolution 
2015-071 adopted on March 12, 2015, which resolutions designated the Environmental Commission of 
the Township of Chatham to serve as the Green Team to lead in the sustainable activities of the 
community and in coordinating the implementation of local initiatives and actions that will lead to  
Sustainable Jersey.   
 

RESOLUTION 2018-042 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF 
MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, RELEASING DEVELOPER ESCROW ACCOUNT 

AND/OR PERFORMANCE BOND BALANCES 
  

WHEREAS, developers are required to deposit monies with the Township for the purposes of 
offsetting Township professional costs to review plans or to inspect approved development and for the 
purpose of ensuring the satisfactory completion of public or private improvements; and 

WHEREAS, these deposited monies, following all necessary withdrawals to cover Township 
expenses or costs, may be released upon satisfactory completion of work, receipt of review board 
decisions, or completion of guaranteed work, upon passage of a Township resolution authorizing such 
release.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Chatham that the following guarantee amount or account balances, with interest adjustments as prescribed 
by state and local laws, may be released to the depositor of record:   

 
NAME Project A/C NUMBER AMOUNT 
 
Durso Construction Management Inc 
40 Farley Place  
Short Hills, NJ  07078  

 
BOA 15-83-18 

Re: 246 Lafayette Ave 

 
 

7763179776 

 
 

$62.50 

 
Michael Stancampiano  
77 Meyersville Road  
Chatham, NJ  07928  

 
BOA 16-36-15 

 
 

7764128285 

 
 

$120.00 

 
Chatham Church of Christ  
382 Fairmount Ave  
Chatham, NJ  07928 

 
BOA 15-68-2 

 
 

7763179859 

 
 

$200.00 

 
Innovative Construction & Design  
1871 Berkshire Drive  
Union, NJ  07083  

 
EIL 14-37-12-14 

Re: 51 Mountain Ave 

 
 

7763179213  

 
 

$320.00 

 
Innovative Construction & Design  
1871 Berkshire Drive  
Union, NJ  07083  

 
BOA 15-37-12  

Re: 45 Mountain Ave  

 
 

7763179940 

 
 

$120.00  

 
 
Committeeman Sullivan moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Committeeman Kelly seconded 
the motion.   
   
Roll call: Committeeman Selen, Aye; Committeeman Kelly, Aye; Committeeman Sullivan, Aye; 
Deputy Mayor Swartz, Aye; Mayor Ritter, Aye. 
 
Discussion  
 
Committeeman Kelly asked how the concerns raised during the Hearing of Citizens can be 
conveyed to the Planning Board.  He noted that the Township Committee cannot have an 
informal meeting as suggested by Mr. Walmsley without proper adequate notice per the Open 
Public Meetings Act.  Committeeman Sullivan said that the concerns raised have been brought 
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up several times recently, and it is time to address the concerns.  He also said that the concerns 
will be conveyed to the Planning Board.  Engineer Ruschke suggested that the residents start a 
petition to demonstrate that it is the entire neighborhood that wants the zoning regulations 
amended, and not an isolated matter.  Deputy Mayor Swartz said that there are people who do 
not want zoning changes, as they want to maximize the potential amount of money they could 
get when selling their property to a developer.  Committeeman Selen said that in the short term, 
the Township needs to ensure that the land use regulations are being followed.   
 
Hearing of Citizens/Petitions 
 
Mayor Ritter opened the Hearing of Citizens. 
Seeing no public comment, Mayor Ritter closed the Hearing of Citizens.   
 
Executive Session  
 

RESOLUTION 2018-P-01 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM IN 
THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING CONFERENCE OF 

THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE WITH THE PUBLIC EXCLUDED 
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 of the Open Public Meetings Act permits the exclusion of the 
public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
 WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham is of the opinion that such 
circumstances presently exist. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Chatham, County of Morris, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of the specified subject matter. 
2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows: 

 
a. Litigation: In the Matter of the Township of Chatham for a Judgment of 

Compliance of its Third Round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan Docket No. 
MRS-L-1659-15 

 
3. It is anticipated that the minutes on the subject matter of the Executive Session will be 

made public upon conclusion of the matter under discussion; and in any event, when 
appropriate pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-7 and 4-13. 

4. The Committee will come back into Regular Session and may take further action. 
5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
 
Committeeman Sullivan moved to adopt Resolution 2018-P-01 to enter Executive Session at 
9:14 PM.  Committeeman Kelly seconded the motion.   
   
Roll call: Committeeman Selen, Aye; Committeeman Kelly, Aye; Committeeman Sullivan, Aye; 
Deputy Mayor Swartz, Aye; Mayor Ritter, Aye. 
 
The Township Committee returned from Executive Session at 10:41 PM.   
 
 
Deputy Mayor Swartz moved to adjourn at 10:41 PM.  Committeeman Kelly seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously.   
 
 
 
 
             
       Gregory J. LaConte 
       Municipal Clerk 
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Chatham Township Committee 
2018 Mayor’s Address 

Mayor Curt Ritter 
January 18, 2018 

 

Good evening I want begin by thanking the Committee again for their unanimous 

support in electing me for a third term as Mayor. I appreciate your confidence 

and continued support and I look forward to working closely with each of you as 

we work together to Build a Better Chatham.  

 

I also want to take this opportunity to again congratulate Mike Kelly, Tayfun 

Selen, and Karen Swartz on their election wins this past November. While many 

towns across New Jersey saw the political make-up of their governing bodies flip 

to Democrat, it was rewarding to see the support at the polls from our residents 

who recognized the success, hard work, and collaborative efforts of our 

Republican Committee. It is no surprise that our efforts continue to be rewarded 

with Chatham Township having the distinct honor of being ranked one of the best 

places to live in New Jersey and continues to be one of the most desirable 

places to live in the United States. 

 

As is customary for this annual address, I want to briefly recap some of the 

Committee’s key accomplishments from 2017 and highlight some areas of focus 

for 2018. By all accounts 2017 was another successful year for the Chatham 

Township Committee.  

 

Public Safety a Top Priority  

 

In 2017, we continued to make great strides on the public safety front as we 

worked to ensure that Chatham Township remains one of the safest towns in 

America to live, raise a family, and retire.  

 

In a testament to the fine work of our Police Department, under the leadership of 

Chief Steven Hennelly, Chatham Township continues to be ranked one of the 

safest towns in New Jersey and the United States.  

 

Our various public safety initiatives, including our community policing efforts, 

National Night Out events, Medicine Drop Box, and Neighborhood Watch 

program continue to contribute to this success. This past year we also welcomed 
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two new patrolmen, Connor Manning and Christopher Schulz, and saw the 

promotion of Scott Herchick to Sergeant. 

 

This year we completed the Woodland Road Pathway project ensuring increased 

pedestrian safety and we are hopeful that the Lafayette sidewalk project will 

finally begin this year. Going forward, we will continue to evaluate ways to further 

increase pedestrian safety through the repair or establishment of new signage, 

sidewalks, lighting, and crosswalks. We will also continue to work with the Board 

of Education, Safe Routes to School, and other organizations to increase the 

public’s awareness of pedestrian and bicycler safety.  

 

Our support of the Police Department is unwavering as public safety remains 

paramount to our roles on this Committee. Ensuring our Police have the tools 

they need to protect our residents will remain a priority.  

 

Promoting Public Health  

 

Public health was also a focus this past year as we hosted several public forums 

in an effort to bring greater awareness to important public health issues facing 

our community. We hosted community forums to shine the light on suicide 

awareness and prevention, opioid abuse, the Zika virus, and Lyme disease.  

 

Our efforts to increase awareness of mental health issues and suicide prevention 

were augmented through our second annual Chatham Township Out of the 

Darkness Walk. The event, which supports the American Foundation for Suicide 

Prevention, was supported by Congressman Frelinghuysen, Sherriff Gannon, 

and former Governor Codey. As a result of the efforts of the Walk Committee, 

including Chatham Borough Council President Len Resto and Detective Anthony 

LoPorto, we raised more than $75,000 among more than 350 participants from 

Chatham Township and surrounding communities. This brought our two year 

fundraising total to more than $150,000.  

 

In addition, our effort to designate Chatham Township a Stigma-Free community 

was further evidence of our efforts to raise awareness of mental illness. Today 

people are talking about suicide prevention and we are creating an environment 

where residents with mental illness feel supported by their community. 

 

The opioid epidemic continued to impact New Jersey this past year, with more 

than 1,900 opioid-related deaths. Unfortunately, Chatham Township has not 

been immune. In an effort to highlight the devastating impact heroin and 

prescription opiates can have on families and communities we hosted a 

community forum in conjunction with the Morris County Prosecutor’s Office.  
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Looking toward 2018, we will continue to make public safety and health a top 

priority.  

 

Our efforts to fight the war on drugs will continue. I will propose that the 

Committee review and consider legislation to prohibit the sale of marijuana 

should Governor Murphy be successful in fulfilling his ill-conceived campaign 

promise to legalize the sale and use of marijuana in New Jersey. We will also 

look to host additional community forums on important public health issues facing 

our community including vaping among our youth. 

 

If Governor Murphy is successful with another ill-conceived campaign promise to 

halt the black bear hunt in New Jersey, the New Jersey Division of Fish and 

Wildlife has reported that this move could double the bear population by 2022 

and we will see the black bear population rebound to unacceptable levels.  

 

In light of this, we will continue to work with the New Jersey Department of Fish 

and Wildlife and our Police Department to further educate our residents on black 

bear safety and we will seek the assistance and support of our residents to do 

their part to make Chatham Township a less attractive place for the black bear.  

 

It has been some years since Chatham Township has been severely impacted by 

a major hurricane or winter storm. Despite this, we will also continue to look at 

revitalizing our Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) and will seek 

volunteers who can assist our first responders and the Office of Emergency 

Management in their efforts should the need ever arise. We will also look to 

develop a mobile app for residents that they can use as a resource to prepare 

themselves in advance of and during major natural disasters.  

 

A Focus on Fiscal Discipline 

 

Looking at our Township finances, the Committee continues to take pride in its 

efforts to prudently manage expenses while increasing awareness of the budget 

process so all residents understand how their tax dollars are being spent. While 

other municipalities speak of increasing taxes, we were pleased to pass a 

municipal tax rate that was in line with our rate in 2007. Few, if any municipalities 

in New Jersey can tout this significant accomplishment.  

 

This past year residents were afforded the opportunity to prepay their taxes for 

the first two quarters of 2018 reflecting our municipal administration’s ongoing 

efforts to be proactive in meeting the needs of our residents. In addition, our 

decision to switch to the State Health Benefits Dental Plan for Township 

employees will save the Township approximately $25,000 per year. 
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As it relates to our annual budget and audit report, our auditors continued to 

praise the Township for its fiscal prudence and transparency. They also 

commented that that the Township’s tax collection rate is 99.07%, which is a 

phenomenal rate. We will continue to work with our auditors to ensure Chatham 

Township remains at the forefront in the utilization of best practices in all matters 

concerning our budget and finance-related initiatives.  

 

Looking toward 2018, we will continue to maintain a balance of prudent fiscal 

responsibility while meeting the quality-of-life needs of our residents. Over the 

next few months we will discuss the 2018 budget and pay careful consideration 

to the Open Space Tax. We encourage all residents to come to a future 

Committee meeting, or view a replay online, to better educate themselves on the 

process and to see how their tax dollars are being prudently spent.  

 

Stopping the Pilgrim Pipeline 

 

In an ongoing effort to fight the Pilgrim Pipeline we remained active participants 

of the Municipal Pipeline Group, a group of municipalities who are collectively 

fighting the proposed pipeline. We also passed Ordinance 2017-20, a watershed 

protection ordinance that prohibits oil transmission pipelines within the Great 

Swamp Watershed, which represents approximately 75% of the Township. This 

requirement would also prohibit the installation of a pipeline in the majority of the 

PSE&G right-of-way. In addition, to further reinforce the Committee’s 

commitment to protecting this watershed, the ordinance also restricts the 

installation of above and underground storage tanks for the storage of petroleum 

and hazardous substances. This was a significant piece of legislation that is 

designed to protect our environment, protect our community, and protect our 

residents.  

 

We will continue to monitor the Pilgrim Pipeline efforts, and work with other 

communities and speak with one voice in opposition to the proposed pipeline. 

This continues to be a long fight and one we are committed to fighting over the 

long haul. 

 

Maintaining Chatham Township’s Beauty 

 

On the public works and utilities front we paved more than five miles of roadway 

in the Township and continued to foster close relationships with our public 

utilities. Our Department of Public Works continued to do a phenomenal job in 

keeping Chatham Township the beautiful place we are all proud to call home. 

Their work in prepping recreational fields, plowing roads, or filling potholes, 

should not go unrecognized and on behalf of the Committee I commend Rich and 

his team for their continued great work. 
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This past winter we completed the acquisition of additional open space along 

Southern Boulevard and River Road and expanded trails and public access at 

our Giralda Farms Preserve and Hillside Trails. As I mentioned earlier, open 

space will remain an important topic for the Committee this year and we will 

continue to carefully review our options when it comes to acquiring property to 

further protect the remaining parcels of land in Chatham Township.  

 

On the parks and recreation front, we will continue to pursue our efforts to 

formally establish a memorial for our veterans and will conduct a review of our 

playing fields and playgrounds to ensure that they continue to meet the needs of 

our residents, young an old.  

 

A Hidden Gem: The Colony Pool Club  

 

A point of pride in Chatham Township continues to be The Colony Pool Club. Our 

multi-year effort to revitalize and improve The Colony Pool Club was reflected 

with continued year-over-year growth as our efforts to improve the membership 

experience continues to be well received. As surrounding community and private 

pool clubs struggle to attract and retain members, I am pleased to report that 

membership continued to grow as The Colony Pool Club has become the 

summer destination of choice for area residents. Registration will soon be open 

and we encourage you to consider joining by visiting www.thecolonypoolclub.org 

 

Addressing Our Affordable Housing Obligation  

 

Another important issue the Committee continued to face this past year was the 

topic of affordable housing. By way of background, the New Jersey Supreme 

Court in a line of cases beginning in 1975 found, as a constitutional requirement, 

that municipalities cannot use the zoning power to exclude affordable housing 

from within municipal borders. This is known as the Mount Laurel doctrine and 

requires all municipalities throughout New Jersey to provide realistic 

opportunities for affordable housing. 

 

The resolution of the pending litigation remained a point of discussion in the 

Committee's Executive Sessions over the past year and was addressed in many 

public hearings, both at the Township Committee level and at the Planning 

Board. And while our fair share housing obligation is still not fully known, we are 

now in a better positon to address it following the passage of Ordinance 2017-15.   

 

While the matter of the Dixie Dale development has now moved to the Planning 

Board, the Township Committee continues to negotiate to determine what our fair 

share housing obligation will be. We will continue to keep residents abreast of the 

latest developments and encourage individuals interested in learning more to 

view the Affordable Housing link under the Government tab on our website. 

http://www.thecolonypoolclub.org/
http://www.thecolonypoolclub.org/
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Volunteers: The Backbone of our Community 

 

We remain blessed to have hundreds of volunteers, who contribute thousands of 

hours each year to our community; whether it’s serving as first responders, 

coaching youth sports, raising funds and awareness for our athletic programs, 

education and schools, or supporting our seniors, the environment, or serving our 

local Board of Education or Township Committee. In what has now become an 

annual event, this past April, we celebrated National Volunteer Month to thank 

our many volunteers for their hard work on behalf of our community and to help 

bring greater awareness of their organizations. We will continue this tradition and 

encourage all residents to consider getting involved in some capacity. On behalf 

of the entire Committee, I want to express my sincere gratitude to all our 

volunteers for all that they do for Chatham Township and its residents.  

 

Communications with Residents  

 

We continued to make great strides in advancing our communications efforts with 

residents. Our Chatham Township Perspectives series of Q&A-style videos with 

key Township employees, and volunteers continued to highlight the important 

role these individuals play in our community. In addition, our social media 

outreach and new website continued to experience heavy traffic and social media 

followers nearly doubled. We also continued to see an uptick in registrations for 

ACT NOW! our community and emergency alert initiative.  

 

As communications with our residents remains paramount, I will propose that the 

Committee consider an online community survey to garner feedback from 

residents on the services they receive and solicit ideas on how the quality of life 

for Township residents can be further improved.  

 

There is no monopoly on good ideas and while this Committee has been 

successful in the past we welcome the thoughts and ideas of all residents as we 

continue to work together to ensure that Chatham Township remains a great 

place to live, raise a family, and retire.   

 

Identifying a Parking Solution 

 

This year we will continue to seek solutions to the perennial issue surrounding 

parking at the Chatham train station. While we have made great strides this past 

year in working with the private sector to promote alternative parking options and 

transportation to New York City during the ‘Summer of Hell’, we will continue to 

see if there is a private sector solution to remedy the issues Chatham Township 

residents face when trying to park at the Chatham train station.  
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One Community 

 

As I mentioned earlier this year, what truly sets Chatham Township apart from 

other communities and makes it such a desirable and welcoming community are 

its residents. These are individuals who go the extra mile to help their neighbor, 

who show pride in their community through volunteerism and the support of local 

organizations and community groups, who remain open to other points of views, 

and are always willing to offer a friendly hand when it’s needed. This year we will 

continue to identify opportunities where residents can come together as a 

community, whether it’s family movie nights under the stars at The Colony Pool 

Club, Giralda Farms Preserve Music & Arts Festival, celebrating cultural diversity 

events and programs at the Library of the Chathams, or other special events.  

 

Special Thanks to Our Township Employees 

 

In conclusion, I would be remiss if I did not thank our all our Township 

employees, including our Township Administrator Tom Ciccarone, our Clerk Greg 

LaConte, and the entire Township staff for their continued hard work on behalf of 

our residents.  

 

I also want to express our gratitude to our Township Attorney Albert Cruz for his 

efforts, particularly as it relates to addressing the issues surrounding our 

affordable housing obligation and our Township Engineer John Ruschke for his 

work, particularly on our repaving project and the Watershed Protection 

Ordinance. 

 

Finally, for those of us on this dais, and others before us, the commitment to 

serve often keeps us away from family and friends, but we do it for the love of our 

community and a willingness to give back to try to make things better. We are, at 

times, the political punching bag for disgruntled residents, some of whom may 

have a legitimate concern regarding a particular municipal issue, other times, and 

more frequently it seems these days, by those who want to make every issue a 

partisan issue while maintaining an ‘us versus them’ attitude. From my 

perspective this is no way to go through life. I would hope that this year we will 

see a more cordial environment in these chambers as I and entire Committee 

work together to Build a Better Chatham. Thank you again for your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

Curt Ritter 

Mayor, Township of Chatham        
As prepared.  
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