
MINUTES 
BOARD OF HEALTH 

TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 
MARCH 12, 2019 

  
Mr. Nachtigal called the regular meeting of the Board of Health to order at 7:30 P.M. 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting of the Board of Health was given as required by the Open 
Public Meetings Act as follows: Notice was given to both the Chatham Courier and the Morris 
County Daily Record on January 9, 2019; notice was posted on the bulletin board in the main 
hallway of the Municipal Building on January 9, 2019; and notice was filed with the Township 
Clerk on January 9, 2019.  
 
Roll Call 
 
Answering present to the roll call were Mrs. Chang, Mrs. Gardner, Mrs. Plantemoli and Mr. 
Nachtigal.   Mr. Fitzpatrick was also present.  Mr. Ritter was absent.  Ms. Taormina, Mrs. Dolan 
and Mr. Samara were also absent.  
   
Approval of Minutes  
 
Mrs. Plantemoli noted a typographical error in the minutes of the January 8, 2019 meeting.   
 
Mrs. Plantemoli moved to approve the minutes of the January 8, 2019 meeting as amended.  Mrs. 
Gardner seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously with an abstention by Mr. Nachtigal. 
 
Reports  

 
Registered Environmental Health Specialist & Health Officer  
 
Mr. Fitzpatrick reported on behalf of Mr. Samara that retail food establishment inspections are 
on track.  He also reported on a public health issue at a home on Fairmount Ave involving 
hoarding.     
 
Mr. Fitzpatrick said that the State is auditing Health Departments again.  He also said that there 
is training available for Board of Health members, and he distributed the NJ Local Boards of 
Health Association New Member Orientation Manual.  Mr. Fitzpatrick said that if Board 
members have any questions about their role and responsibilities, they can reach out to him.   
 
Mr. Fitzpatrick also said that as Health Officer, he is required to submit an annual report to the 
Board of Health, and he distributed copies of the 2018 Annual Report.   
 
Mr. Fitzpatrick further reported that the State of NJ has a radon testing program, and the Health 
Department has kits available which are free to residents.  Lead testing kits are also available.   
 
Registrar of Vital Statistics  
 
Mr. LaConte reported that fees were collected for the following items in January 2019:   
     
 1 Marriage License         $28 
 4 Marriage Certificates       $30 
 3 Death Certificates        $20 
      Total                $78  
 
Mr. LaConte reported that fees were collected for the following items in February 2019:   
     
 1 Marriage License         $28 
 4 Marriage Certificates       $25 
 1 Death Certificate        $10 
      Total                $63  
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Septic System Applications  
   
446 Green Village Road – Block 144 Lot 50  
 
Mr. LaConte reported that this application is substantially the same as an application that was 
approved by the Board in 2015, and the permit that was previously issued had expired before 
work was performed.  Mr. LaConte said that the advice given by Ms. Taormina was that a new 
application was necessary for the new owner of the property to move forward with the septic 
construction.  The memorandum from Mott MacDonald noted one minor change to the 
previously approved plan, and Mr. Nachtigal read the memorandum into the record.   
 
Mr. Nachtigal moved to approve the septic application for 446 Green Village Road.  Mrs. 
Plantemoli seconded the motion.   
 
Roll call: Mr. Ritter, Absent; Mrs. Chang, Absent; Mrs. Gardner, Aye; Mrs. Plantemoli, Aye; Mr. 
Nachtigal, Aye. 
 
341 Green Village Road – Block 48.17, Lot 133 
 
Mr. Nachtigal noted a discrepancy on the fill material in the engineering drawings, and also 
noted a question about the soil logs.  Mr. Nachtigal also said that he would like for the design 
engineer to certify on the record that the design is a suitable system for the subject property.     
 
The applicant, Aleksandra Bury, was present at the meeting.  She indicated that her engineer, 
David Fantina, PE, had spoken with Mott MacDonald during the design process, and Mr. 
Ruschke had provided feedback along the way.   
 
Mr. Nachtigal said that the Board would need the design engineer to update the plans and make 
certifications on the record before the Board could approve the application.  Mrs. Bury asked if 
Mr. Fantina could participate in the meeting by conference call.   
 
Mr. Nachtigal asked questions about the coliform discharge rate and distribution.   
 
Mr. David Fantina, PE, participated by conference call.   
 
Mr. Nachtigal asked for clarification about soil logs.  Mr. Fantina noted that one of the soil logs 
listed as Soil Log 1 should be listed as Soil Log 2.  He also said that because the material is so 
poor, drip irrigation is being used.  Mr. Fantina also discussed the location of the existing system. 
 
Mr. Nachtigal said that neither the Health Officer nor the Board members are familiar with the 
Perc-Rite drip system.  He also said that the drawings do not show serial distribution.  Mr. 
Fantina said that the generic picture in the drawings can be removed.   
 
Mr. Nachtigal asked about the coliform outflow.  Mr. Fantina said that he does not have the 
number readily available.  He also said that the number is low, and a lot of the coliform would 
get caught in the vegetation.   
 
Mr. Fantina noted that the homeowner will need to enter into an agreement with a certified 
contractor to maintain the septic tank.  He also addressed the fill materials to be used.   
 
Mr. Nachtigal asked about the serial distribution and if there are alternatives.  Mr. Fantina also 
said that several design iterations were considered, and he said that he consulted with the Board 
Engineer’s office during the process and they said that the proposed is what they determined to 
be the best option.   
 
Mr. Fantina said that it is his professional opinion as a licensed professional engineer that, 
considering the site considerations, poor soil conditions and limited space, the proposed septic 
system is the best design that can meet the situation.   
 
Mr. Fantina also said that he will submit updated plans with the necessary revisions. 
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Mr. Nachtigal read into the record the memorandum from Mott MacDonald recommending 
approval of the septic design application for 341 Green Village Road.     
 
 
 
Mr. Nachtigal moved to approve the septic application for 341 Green Village Road contingent 
upon the revisions discussed.  Mrs. Plantemoli seconded the motion.   
 
Roll call: Mr. Ritter, Absent; Mrs. Chang, Absent; Mrs. Gardner, Aye; Mrs. Plantemoli, Aye; Mr. 
Nachtigal, Aye. 
 
Mr. LaConte said that he would coordinate with Mr. Fantina regarding submittal of the revised 
plans and the drafting of an approval letter for submission to the DEP so that the applicant can 
apply for a GP25.   
 
Meeting Open to Public 
 
Mr. Nachtigal opened the meeting to the public.   
Seeing no comment, the public hearing was closed.   
 
 
Mr. Nachtigal moved to adjourn at 8:30 PM.  Mrs. Plantemoli seconded the motion, and it 
carried unanimously.  
 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Gregory J. LaConte 
       Board of Health Secretary  
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