
MINUTES 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 
APRIL 12, 2018 

 
Mayor Ritter called the Regular Meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of 
Chatham to order at 7:36 P.M. 
 
Adequate Notice of this meeting of the Township Committee was given as required by the Open 
Public Meetings Act as follows: Notice was given to both The Chatham Courier and the Morris 
County Daily Record on January 5, 2018; notice was posted on the bulletin board in the main 
hallway of the Municipal Building on January 5, 2018; and notice was filed with the Township 
Clerk on January 5, 2018. 
  
The Chatham Township Volunteer Fire Department and Green Village Fire Department 
presented the Colors and led the flag salute. 
 
Roll Call 

 
Answering present to the roll call were Committeeman Selen, Committeeman Kelly, 
Committeeman Sullivan, Deputy Mayor Swartz and Mayor Ritter.   
  
Approval of Agenda  
 
Committeeman Kelly asked if a personnel matter related to the Salary Resolution could be added 
for discussion Executive Session.  Attorney Cruz said that proper notice has not been given.   
 
Deputy Mayor Swartz moved to approve the agenda.  Mayor Ritter seconded the motion, and it 
carried unanimously.   
 
Proclamation –Volunteer Month  
 
Mayor Ritter recognized the contributions of the volunteers who serve Chatham Township, and 
thanked them for their service.  He also read aloud the attached proclamation for Volunteer 
Month.   
 
The volunteers present were given the opportunity to introduce themselves and indicate the  
capacity in which they serve.  A group photo was taken with the volunteers and the Township 
Committee members.   
  
Reports  
 
Committeeman Selen reported that the Department of Public Works has begun storm debris 
cleanup, and the process will accelerate beginning on April 16th.  Road repairs are also 
underway.  Mulch delivery is also beginning on April 13th.  Committeeman Selen also said that 
tree branches should be no larger than 6 feet long and 8 inches in diameter.  Deputy Mayor 
Swartz asked if a schedule is available for storm debris pickup.  Administrator Ciccarone said 
that residents should have debris at the curb by Monday, and the process will likely begin on the 
west side of the Township.  The whole process is expected to take two weeks.   
 
Committeeman Kelly offered his gratitude for all the volunteers who serve the Township.   
 
Committeeman Sullivan reported that the Chatham Township Historical Society will be hosting a 
presentation on Sunday, April 15th at the Municipal Building.   
 
Deputy Mayor Swartz reported that the Senior Center is hosting Liberty House and Liberty 
Science Center trip, and time to sign up for the trip is running out.  She also reported that the 
Senior Center will be hosting their annual Shred Event on April 28th at the Chatham Train 
Station.  The Lenape Trail Water Main Project is almost finished, and repaving will be done once 
the trench has had time to settle.  Drainage on Lenape Trail will also be addressed.  Deputy 
Mayor Swartz further reported that the Environmental Commission will be hosting a seedling 
sale on April 28th at the Tanglewood compost area from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM.   The 
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Environmental Commission will also be holding an Earth Day cleanup event.  Deputy Mayor 
Swartz also reported that April is Autism Awareness Month, and she attended an event at ECLC.  
She also commented on how blessed Chatham Township is to have so many volunteers serving 
the community.   
 
Mayor Ritter reported that the third annual Out of the Darkness Suicide Prevention Walk will be 
held on September 22nd at Cougar Field.  He also reported that a successful public health forum 
regarding vaping was recently held, and the video is posted online.  Mayor Ritter also read aloud 
a letter received from Congressman Frelinghuysen’s office regarding nominations for candidates 
for the US Military Academies.  He also noted that registration for Colony Pool will be opening 
soon.   
 
PSE&G Report  
 
Caren Freyer DeSouza, PSE&G’s Regional Public Affairs Manager, provided a report.  She 
thanked residents for their patience during their Gas Main Replacement Program.  Repaving of 
roads on which gas main work was performed should be commencing in June.  Mrs. DeSouza 
provided her cell number, 973-289-1840, so that the public can reach her with any questions.   
 
Deputy Mayor Swartz said that in the past it has been difficult to get in touch with anyone at 
PSE&G, and she thanked Mrs. DeSouza for being at the meeting.  She also said that it is nice to 
know that gas service from PSE&G is reliable.   
 
Annual Reports 
 
Zoning Board of Adjustment  
 
The Annual Report of the Zoning Board of Adjustment was presented by Chairman Tony 
Vivona.  Mr. Vivona reported that in 2017, the Board held 16 public meetings and 11 site visits.  
He also said that the Board approved variances for 12 residential properties, denied an appeal of 
a decision made by the Zoning Officer, approved extensions of approvals for two residential 
properties, and approved a temporary cell tower.  Site plans with associated variances were 
approved for three properties, two of which were for telecommunications facilities.  Mr. Vivona 
reviewed the quantity and type of variances which were granted in 2017.  He also addressed the 
approvals for telecommunications facilities.  Mr. Vivona noted that local boards are limited in 
their ability to deny telecommunications facilities, however they can address aesthetic issues.  
Mr. Vivona also said that the Zoning Board recommends that the Township Committee consider 
adopting an ordinance to regulate floor-area ratio.  He also said that the Board recommends that 
an ordinance be adopt to require that the front of houses to be parallel to the road.  Mr. Vivona 
also reiterated that the Board cannot stop the erection of cell towers, but said that sometimes they 
can help find alternate locations.  Mr. Vivona also thanked DPW for their response to the various 
storms in March.   
 
Committeeman Sullivan asked about additions to and the height of cell towers.  Mr. Vivona said 
that the height of cell towers is limited by the strength of the individual tower.  Committeeman 
Sullivan also asked if there is any pressure felt by the Board to approve applications for new 
houses where there are tear downs.  Mr. Vivona said that builders typically ask for a lot in 
applications knowing that only a portion will be approved.   
 
Mayor Ritter asked about the “bank house,” and if anything can be done to prevent similar 
designs in the future.  Mr. Vivona said that the house fit within the building envelope, and did 
not need variances.  He also said that taste is not subject to variances.   
 
Planning Board  
 
Planning Board Chairwoman Nicole Hagner presented the Annual Report of the Planning Board.  
She noted a current vacancy on the Board, and asked that it be filled soon.  Ms. Hagner 
commented on applications approved during 2017, including one for the Fairmount Country 
Club and one for the Oak Knoll School Athletic Field.  She also reported on a courtesy review 
performed for a School District project.  A Master Plan Reexamination was also conducted per 
statute.  One element of the Reexamination was a review of the Skate Park to see if it should be 
designated as an area in need of redevelopment.  Potential redevelopment of Dixiedale Farm was 
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also discussed by the Planning Board, which led up to an ordinance adopted by the Township 
Committee to rezone the property.   
 
Committeeman Kelly thanked Ms. Hagner for everything the Planning Board does.  He also said 
that some residents have expressed concerns about the density and size of some development.   
 
Mayor Ritter thanked Ms. Hagner for her service, and for that of the Planning Board.   
 
Administrator’s Report  
 
Administrator Ciccarone said that he had addressed some questions about the Capital Budget at 
the last meeting, however some questions were posed by members of the community on social 
media.  He addressed how the 2018 Municipal Budget contains an overview of the Capital 
Budget, however money for capital projects is not appropriated until a bond ordinance is 
adopted.  He also explained that money cannot be spent by a municipality until the governing 
body takes action to make an appropriation.  Administrator Ciccarone said that a bond ordinance 
is on this meeting’s agenda for introduction, which elaborates on the 2018 Capital Budget.   
 
Mayor Ritter noted that this is the third meeting at which the budget is being discussed, and 
financial documents have been available on the Township website.  Administrator Ciccarone 
said that the State’s Best Practice Checklist requires municipalities that have websites to post at 
least three years worth of financial documents online.  He further noted that the Township has at 
least 10 years worth of documentation available online, and hard copies are available through the 
Township Clerk’s office.  Deputy Mayor Swartz said that the implication that the Township has 
not been transparent creates turmoil where it need not exist, and the accusation is reckless.   
 
Hearing of Citizens  
  
Mayor Ritter opened the Hearing of Citizens.   
Seeing no public comment, Mayor Ritter closed the Hearing of Citizens.   
 
Public Hearing & Approval of Amended 2018 Municipal Budget 
 
Mayor Ritter opened the Public Hearing on the amendment for the 2018 Municipal Budget.   
Seeing no public comment, Mayor Ritter closed the Public Hearing.   
 

RESOLUTION 2018-077 
(See Attached)  

 
Deputy Mayor Swartz moved to adopt Resolution 2018-077 to approve the 2018 Budget.  
Committeeman Selen seconded the motion.   
 
Roll call: Committeeman Selen, Aye; Committeeman Kelly, Aye; Committeeman Sullivan, Aye; 
Deputy Mayor Swartz, Aye; Mayor Ritter, Aye. 
 
Public Hearing/Final Adoption of Ordinances   
 
Ordinance 2018-05 
  

ORDINANCE 2018-05 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, COUNTY OF MORRIS, AMENDING 

CHAPTER XXX, ARTICLE 7, TITLED “ZONING REGULATIONS”, SECTION 30-96.9, 
TITLED “PROHIBITED USES”, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM BY REPEALING SUBSECTION 30-96.9b REGARDING 
UNREGULATED PIPELINES. 

 
 WHEREAS, on December 18, 2017, the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham 
adopted Ordinance 2017-20 titled “Ordinance of the Township of Chatham, County of Morris, Repealing 
Chapter XXX, Article 6, Section 30-64.3A of the Revised General Ordinances of the Township of 
Chatham titled ‘Great Swamp Watershed Overlay District Stormwater Management Ordinance’ and 
Replacing with a New Chapter XXX, Article 7, Section 30-83 titled Watershed Protection”; and 
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 WHEREAS, Ordinance 2017-20 provides comprehensive regulation of pipelines within the 
Township of Chatham in order to protect environmental resources and protect from degradation to the 
environment, including the lands, water and air; and 
 WHEREAS, Ordinance 2017-20 makes pipelines conditional uses in the Township; and 
 WHEREAS, Ordinance 2017-20 is in direct conflict with Section 30-96.9b, which prohibits 
pipelines that are not public utilities and are unregulated within the Township; and 
 WHEREAS, the Township Committee desires to resolve this conflict by repealing Section 30-
96.9b. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Chatham, County of Morris, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

Section 1  Chapter XXX, Article 7, titled “Zoning Regulations”, Section 30-96.9, titled 
“Prohibited Uses”, of the Revised General Ordinances of the Township of Chatham is hereby 
amended by repealing Subsection 30-96.9b, specifically: 

 
b. Pipelines that are not public utilities that distribute services to end users and are 

unregulated by the State of New Jersey Board of Public Utilities are prohibited in all zone 
districts. 

   
Section 2  The Township Clerk is directed to give notice at least ten (10) days prior to a hearing 
on the adoption of this Ordinance to the Morris County Planning Board and to all other persons or 
entities entitled thereto pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-15, including to the Clerk of adjoining 
municipalities. 

 
The Township Clerk shall execute Affidavits of Proof of Service of the notices required by this 
section, and shall keep the Affidavits on file along with the Proof of Publication of the notice of 
the required public hearing on the proposed change. 

 
Section 3  After introduction, the Township Clerk is hereby directed to submit a copy of the 
within Ordinance to the Planning Board of the Township of Chatham for its review in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-26 and N.J.S.A. 40:55D-64. The Planning Board is directed to make and 
transmit to the Township Committee, within thirty-five (35) days after referral, a report including 
identification of any provisions in the proposed Ordinance which are inconsistent with the Master 
Plan and recommendations concerning any inconsistencies and any other matter as the Board 
deems appropriate. 

 
 Section 4   If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be 

adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subdivision, clause 
or provision so adjudged and the remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective.  

 
 Section 5   All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with or in conflict with this 

Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.  
 

Section 6   This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon: (i) adoption; (ii) publication in 
accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey; and (iii) filing of the final form of adopted 
Ordinance by the Clerk with the Morris County Planning Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-16. 

 
 
Attorney Cruz provided background on Ordinance 2018-05, and said that it is a technical 
requirement as an ordinance adopted in 2017 supersedes a prior ordinance.   
 
Mayor Ritter opened the Public Hearing on Ordinance 2018-05.   
Seeing no public comment, Mayor Ritter closed the Public Hearing.   
  
Committeeman Sullivan moved to adopt Ordinance 2018-05.  Committeeman Selen seconded 
the motion.   
   
Roll call: Committeeman Selen, Aye; Committeeman Kelly, Aye; Committeeman Sullivan, Aye; 
Deputy Mayor Swartz, Aye; Mayor Ritter, Aye. 
 
Ordinance 2018-07 
 

ORDINANCE 2018-07 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, COUNTY OF MORRIS,  AMENDING 

CHAPTER XXX, ARTICLE 7, TITLED “ZONING REGULATIONS”, SECTION 30-96.9, 
TITLED  “PROHIBITED USES”, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE 
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TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM PROHIBITING MARIJUANA CULTIVATION, PRODUCTION, 
MANUFACTURE, AND SALE. 

  
 WHEREAS, the Township of Chatham has under the Municipal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A. 
40:55D-1, et seq., and the police power, N.J.S.A. 40:48-1, et seq., the authority to regulate land uses 
within its municipal boundaries; and 
 WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham believes that it is in the best 
interest of the health, safety and welfare of its residents that Chapter XXX of the Land Development 
Regulations of the Township of Chatham, Article 7, titled “Zoning Regulations”, Section 30-96.9, titled 
“Prohibited Uses”, be amended to prohibit the operation of marijuana cultivation facilities, marijuana 
production or manufacturing facilities, marijuana testing facilities, and retail marijuana stores in all zone 
districts. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Chatham, County of Morris, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 Section 1.  Chapter XXX of the Land Development Regulations of the Township of Chatham, 
Article 7, titled “Zoning Regulations”, Section 30-96.9, titled “Prohibited Uses”, is hereby amended to 
add a new subsection b as follows: 

 
30-96.9 Prohibited Uses 

 
a. Where a use is not specifically permitted in a zone district, it is 

prohibited. 
 

b. Marijuana cultivation facilities, marijuana production or manufacturing 
facilities, marijuana testing facilities, and retail marijuana stores are 
prohibited in all zone districts. 

 
Section 2.  The Township Clerk is directed to give notice at least ten (10) days prior to a hearing 

on the adoption of this Ordinance to the Morris County Planning Board and to all other persons or entities 
entitled thereto pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-15, including to the Clerk of adjoining municipalities. 
 
 The Township Clerk shall execute Affidavits of Proof of Service of the notices required by this 
section, and shall keep the Affidavits on file along with the Proof of Publication of the notice of the 
required public hearing on the proposed change. 
 
 Section 3.  After introduction, the Township Clerk is hereby directed to submit a copy of the 
within Ordinance to the Planning Board of the Township of Chatham for its review in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40:55D-26 and N.J.S.A. 40:55D-64. The Planning Board is directed to make and transmit to the 
Township Committee, within thirty-five (35) days after referral, a report including identification of any 
provisions in the proposed Ordinance which are inconsistent with the Master Plan and recommendations 
concerning any inconsistencies and any other matter as the Board deems appropriate. 
 
 Section 4. If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of this Ordinance 
shall be adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subdivision, clause 
or provision so adjudged and the remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective.  
 
 Section 5. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with or in conflict with this 
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.  
 

Section 6.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon: (i) adoption; (ii) publication in 
accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey; and (iii) filing of the final form of adopted 
Ordinance by the Clerk with the Morris County Planning Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-16. 
 
 
Attorney Cruz said that the ordinance is consistent with current criminal law, and the activities 
addressed are currently illegal.  He also said that the potential bill that would legalize 
recreational marijuana allows municipalities to prohibit the uses addressed in Ordinance 2018-
07.   
 
Mayor Ritter said that he noted in his 2018 Mayoral Address that the Township Committee 
would be taking action to counter what he perceives to be the Governor’s ill conceived idea that 
legalization of marijuana will solve the State Government’s problems.  Mayor Ritter said that he 
believes that legalization of marijuana will create more problems, and that it is a gateway drug.  
He also said that the Township Committee has a responsibility to take action to promote public 
safety.   
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Attorney Cruz noted that the Planning Board has adopted a resolution determining that 
Ordinance 2018-07 is not inconsistent with the Master Plan, and has recommended adoption of 
the ordinance.   
 
Committeeman Sullivan asked about medical marijuana laws.  Attorney Cruz said that New 
Jersey law allows for medicinal marijuana use, and this ordinance does not affect said medicinal 
use.  He also noted that the State currently allows for two medical marijuana dispensaries in each 
of three districts.  Attorney Cruz said that there are restrictions on use of medical marijuana 
similar to restrictions on smoking cigarettes, and this ordinance is not intended to have an impact 
on the use of medical marijuana.   
 
 
Mayor Ritter opened the Public Hearing on Ordinance 2018-07.   
 

1. Edward “Lefty” Grimes, 84 Hanover Road (East Hanover), said that this ordinance does 
affect medical marijuana patients, and he said that the ban will hurt medical marijuana 
patients.  Mr. Grimes said that there are disabled veterans who use medicinal marijuana, 
and he accused the Township Committee of making them suffer.  He also said that using 
medical marijuana helped him to stop using oxycontin.    
 

2. Rose McGill, 50 Eggerts Crossing Road (Lawrenceville), spoke in defense of cannabis.  
She said that the US Government ran a campaign under false pretenses to ban cannabis 
and hemp because they stood in the way of profits for other industries.  Mrs. McGill cited 
various uses for hemp, and said that the farming of hemp cleans soil.  She also said that 
banning marijuana has not been effective, and suggested that education about marijuana 
is more effective than banning it.  Mrs. McGill also addressed the benefits of medical 
marijuana.  She also said that when it was banned, 80 years of research were lost.   

 
3. Wayne Burrini, 11 Kelly Road (Randolph), said that he is a medical marijuana patient.  

He also noted that medical marijuana can legally be used anywhere that a cigarette can be 
smoked.  Mr. Burrini said that he is one of 18,000 patients in the medical marijuana 
program, and there are only 6 dispensaries.  He asked the Township Committee to 
differentiate between medical marijuana and recreational marijuana.  Mr. Burrini 
compared New Jersey’s medical marijuana program to the program in Michigan, and said 
that Governor Murphy has expanded New Jersey’s program.    
 

4. Lori Read, 9 Williams Road, addressed how legalized recreational marijuana has ruined 
Denver since it became legal in Colorado.  She also sommented on marijuana use in 
apartment complexes, and how the smoke wafts into neighboring apartments.    
 

5. Robert Nevin, 15 Seminole Way, thanked the Township Committee for recognizing the 
volunteers who serve Chatham Township.  He compared the volunteers with Mr. Grimes, 
and thanked the Township Committee for this ordinance.   
 

Seeing no further public comment, Mayor Ritter closed the Public Hearing.   
  
Committeeman Sullivan moved to adopt Ordinance 2018-07.  Deputy Mayor Swartz seconded 
the motion.   
   
Roll call: Committeeman Selen, Aye; Committeeman Kelly, Aye; Committeeman Sullivan, Aye; 
Deputy Mayor Swartz, Aye; Mayor Ritter, Aye. 
 
Ordinance 2018-09 
 

ORDINANCE 2018-09 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, ESTABLISHING POOL MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR COLONY RECREATION 
CENTER COMMENCING 2018 

  
BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham, County of 

Morris, State of New Jersey that Section 20-1 of the Township Code is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

 



 7 

1. 20-1 POOL MEMBERSHIP FEES AT THE COLONY RECREATION 
CENTER. 

a. The following schedule of Colony Recreation Center Fees for Pool Membership 
is hereby established: 

 
Chatham Township Resident Rates   
Family – includes parent(s) and children under 23 years old $525 
Couple  $410 
Individual – 14 years and older $250 
Senior Citizen – 62 or older $75 
Senior Citizen couple – one must be 62 or older $125 
Babysitter/nanny/parent helper (must accompany family 
member) 

$100 

Adult twilight daily fee (4:30 P.M. until closing) 
(Township Residents only) 

$5 

Non-Resident Rates  
Family – includes parent(s) and children under 23 years old $715 
Couple  $590 
Individual – 14 years and older $350 
Senior Citizen – 62 or older $125 
Senior Citizen couple – one must be 62 or older $200 
Babysitter/nanny/parent helper (must accompany family 
member) 

$150 

  
Daily Guest – accompanied by Member $10 

 
No refunds will be made after opening day. 

b. Reduced Fees for Emergency Response Organization Volunteers. Active members of 
the Chatham Emergency Squad, Green Village Volunteer Fire Department, and Chatham 
Township Volunteer Fire Department, who are eligible for the Length of Service Award Program 
(LOSAP), shall be entitled to a fifty (50%) percent reduction in the fee for the appropriate pool 
membership category listed above. 

2. The Township Administrator, in consultation with the Colony Recreation Center 
liaison, may authorize special promotional events and offer special discounts to promote 
Colony Recreation Center membership. 

3. This ordinance shall take effect as provided by law. 
 
 
Mayor Ritter noted that the Public Works Department has been doing work to prepare Colony 
Pool for the 2018 season.   
 
Mayor Ritter opened the Public Hearing on Ordinance 2018-09.  
Seeing no public comment, Mayor Ritter closed the Public Hearing.   
 
Committeeman Sullivan moved to adopt Ordinance 2018-09.  Committeeman Selen seconded 
the motion.   
 
Roll call: Committeeman Selen, Aye; Committeeman Kelly, Aye; Committeeman Sullivan, Aye; 
Deputy Mayor Swartz, Aye; Mayor Ritter, Aye. 
 
Introduction of Ordinances  
 
Ordinance 2018-10 
 

ORDINANCE 2018-10 
BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC 

IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT 
EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY AND  NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING 

ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF 
CHATHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE 
THE SUM OF $835,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO 
AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO 
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PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF 
THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham, in the County of 

Morris, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
Section 1.  The Township of Chatham, in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey (the 

"Township") is hereby authorized to make various public improvements and to acquire new additional or 
replacement equipment and machinery and new automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and 
equipment, in, by and for said Township, as more particularly described in Section 4 hereof.  Said 
improvements shall include all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor. 

Section 2.  There is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of making the 
improvements described in Sections l and 4 hereof (hereinafter referred to as "purposes"), the respective 
amounts of money hereinafter stated as the appropriation for said respective purposes.  Said appropriation 
shall be met from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds authorized and the down payment appropriated by 
this ordinance.  Said improvements shall be made as general improvements and no part of the cost thereof 
shall be assessed against property specially benefited. 

Section 3.  It is hereby determined and stated that the making of such improvements is 
not a current expense of said Township. 

Section 4.  The several purposes hereby authorized for the financing of which said 
obligations are to be issued are set forth in the following "Schedule of Improvements, Purposes and 
Amounts" which schedule also shows (l) the amount of the appropriation and the estimated cost of each 
such purpose, and (2) the amount of each sum which is to be provided by the down payment hereinafter 
appropriated to finance such purposes, and (3) the estimated maximum amount of bonds and notes to be 
issued for each such purpose, and (4) the period of usefulness of each such purpose, according to its 
reasonable life, computed from the date of said bonds: 
 
SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS 
 
 

A.  Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use of 
the Department of Public Works ("DPW"), including, but not limited to, a fuel management system for 
use at the DPW Yard. 
 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   17,500 
Down Payment Appropriated $      875 
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   16,625 
Period of Usefulness 15 years 

 
B. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new 

automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment, for the use of the DPW, including, but 
not limited to, pickup trucks with plows. 
 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   85,000 
Down Payment Appropriated $    4,250 
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   80,750 
Period of Usefulness 5 years 

 
 

C.  Undertaking of improvements to various roads, as set forth on a list prepared or to be 
prepared by the Township Engineer and placed on file with the Township Clerk and hereby approved as if 
set forth herein in full.  Depending upon the contract price and other exigent circumstances, and upon 
approval by the Township Committee, there may be additions to or deletions from the aforesaid list.  It is 
hereby determined and stated that said roads being improved are of "Class B" or equivalent construction 
as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes 
Annotated, as amended; the "Local Bond Law").  

 
Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  500,000 
Down Payment Appropriated $   25,000 
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  475,000 
Period of Usefulness 10 years 
 
 

D.  Undertaking of improvements to various public buildings, including, but not limited 
to: (i) exterior improvements to the Municipal Building; and (ii) replacement of garage doors at DPW 
Building No. 1.  It is hereby determined and stated that said public buildings to be improved are of "Class 
B" or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law. 
 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  150,000 
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Down Payment Appropriated $    7,500 
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  142,500 
Period of Usefulness 15 years 
 

 
E. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery 

consisting of self-contained breathing apparatus equipment and various items of firefighting, emergency 
and safety equipment for the use of the Volunteer Fire Departments. 
 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   50,000 
Down Payment Appropriated $    2,500  
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   47,500 
Period of Usefulness 5 years 
 
 

F. Undertaking of various improvements to Colony Pool, including, but not limited 
to: (i) installation of a new chlorine pump; (ii) installation of safety railing on the dock; and (iii) 
refurbishment of tennis courts. 
 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   32,500 
Down Payment Appropriated $    1,625  
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   30,875 
Period of Usefulness 15 years 

 
 ------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Aggregate Appropriation and  Estimated Cost    $  835,000 
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated $   41,750 
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes  Authorized   $  793,250 
 
  Section 5.  The cost of such purposes, as hereinbefore stated, includes the 

aggregate amount of $20,000 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost of such purposes, 
including architect's fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal expenses and other 
expenses, including interest on such obligations to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond 
Law. 

Section 6.  It is hereby determined and stated that moneys exceeding $41,750, 
appropriated for down payments on capital improvements or for the capital improvement fund in budgets 
heretofore adopted for said Township, are now available to finance said purposes.  The sum of $41,750 is 
hereby appropriated from such moneys to the payment of the cost of said purposes. 

Section 7.  To finance said purposes, bonds of said Township of an aggregate principal 
amount not exceeding $793,250 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law. Said 
bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations 
prescribed by law.  All matters with respect to said bonds not determined by this ordinance shall be 
determined by resolutions to be hereafter adopted. 

Section 8.  To finance said purposes, bond anticipation notes of said Township of an 
aggregate principal amount not exceeding $793,250 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the 
Local Bond Law in anticipation of the issuance of said bonds.  In the event that bonds are issued pursuant 
to this ordinance, the aggregate amount of notes hereby authorized to be issued shall be reduced by an 
amount equal to the principal amount of the bonds so issued.  If the aggregate amount of outstanding 
bonds and notes issued pursuant to this ordinance shall at any time exceed the sum first mentioned in this 
section, the moneys raised by the issuance of said bonds shall, to not less than the amount of such excess, 
be applied to the payment of such notes then outstanding. 

Section 9.  Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be dated 
on or about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from its date, shall bear 
interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law and 
may be renewed from time to time pursuant to and within limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law.  
Each of said bond anticipation notes shall be signed by the Mayor and by a financial officer and shall be 
under the seal of said Township and attested by the Township Clerk or Deputy Township Clerk.  Said 
officers are hereby authorized to execute said notes in such form as they may adopt in conformity with 
law.  The power to determine any matters with respect to said notes not determined by this ordinance and 
also the power to sell said notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief Financial Officer who is hereby 
authorized to sell said notes either at one time or from time to time in the manner provided by law. 

Section 10.  It is hereby determined and declared that the average period of usefulness of 
said purposes, according to their reasonable lives, taking into consideration the respective amounts of 
bonds or notes authorized for said purposes, is a period of 10.38 years computed from the date of said 
bonds.  

Section 11.  It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement 
required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Township Clerk of said 
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Township, and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of said Township, as defined in 
Section 43 of the Local Bond Law, is increased by this ordinance by $793,250 and that the issuance of the 
bonds and notes authorized by this ordinance will be within all debt limitations prescribed by said Local 
Bond Law. 

Section 12.  Any funds received from private parties, the County of Morris, the State of 
New Jersey or any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any of its 
agencies in aid of such purposes, shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such purposes, or, if bond 
anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond anticipation notes, and the amount of 
bonds authorized for such purposes shall be reduced accordingly. 

Section 13.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this 
ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local 
Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the 
Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with the Township Clerk and is available for 
public inspection. 

Section 14.  The Township intends to issue the bonds or notes to finance the cost of the 
improvements described in Sections 1 and 4 of this bond ordinance.  If the Township incurs such costs 
prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Township hereby states its reasonable expectation to 
reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in the maximum principal 
amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance.   

Section 15.  The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual 
payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.  Said 
obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the Township, and the Township shall 
levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Township for the payment of the 
principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation as to rate or amount. 

Section 16.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof 
after final passage. 
 
 
 
Administrator Ciccarone reviewed the capital projects funded by Ordinance 2018-10.  Mayor 
Ritter noted that the ordinance is very detailed about how money is being spent by the Township.  
Administrator Ciccarone noted several roads which are scheduled for repaving in 2018.  Mayor 
Ritter noted that the ordinance is available on the Township’s website.   
 
Committeeman Kelly moved to introduce Ordinance 2018-10.  Deputy Mayor Swartz seconded 
the motion.   
   
Roll call: Committeeman Selen, Aye; Committeeman Kelly, Aye; Committeeman Sullivan, Aye; 
Deputy Mayor Swartz, Aye; Mayor Ritter, Aye. 
 
Public Hearing for Ordinance 2018-10 will be scheduled for April 26, 2018.   
 
Ordinance 2018-11 
 

ORDINANCE 2018-11 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, COUNTY OF MORRIS, REPEALING 

AND REPLACING CHAPTER XXII,  TITLED “PROTECTION OF TREES”, OF THE 
REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, AND REPLACING 

WITH A NEW CHAPTER XXII, “TREE MANAGEMENT”. 
 

 BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham, County of 
Morris, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
   
Section 1. Chapter XXII, titled “Protection of Trees”, is hereby repealed. 
 
Section 2. Chapter XXII shall be replaced as follows: 
 

CHAPTER XXII TREE MANAGEMENT 
 

22-1 PURPOSES. 
a. To regulate the removal and replacement of trees within the Township and to provide penalties for 

violations of such regulations. 

b. To preserve trees within the Township, through both protection and replacement, as well as to 
control indiscriminate destruction of trees. This chapter places special emphasis on the preservation 
and replacement of trees around the perimeter of a property. It is not intended to restrict 
homeowners from reasonable utilization of their property or from removing dead, diseased, or 
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hazardous trees. It is not intended to restrict homeowners from conducting routine pruning of trees 
or other maintenance procedures in areas of overgrown vegetation.  

 
22-2   DEFINITIONS. 
 
As used in this chapter: 
 
Conceptual Tree Management Plan shall mean an engineered plan of sufficient detail to clearly show the 
intended scope and design of the proposed development including, but not limited to, building footprints, 
changes in imperious cover, location of drainage features, and pools.  The plan must also show existing 
property features, property lines, setback lines, and all trees located on the property.  The plan shall be 
submitted for the sole purpose of evaluating the proposed tree removal and possible alternative designs to 
reduce or eliminate the removal of mature or healthy trees with desirable characteristics.  The plan is not 
intended to be a fully engineered Lot Grading Plan and does not require architectural plans.      

Dead tree shall mean a tree which has ceased to physiologically function.  Dead trees typically are devoid 
of leaves and have loose bark. 

Developed lot shall mean a legally established and existing parcel of land, with boundaries determinable 
from official records, having a building, which is occupied or capable of being occupied, located thereon. 

Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) shall mean the diameter of a tree measured at a point four and one-half 
(4.5) feet above the ground level on the downhill side for existing trees. 

Diseased tree shall mean a tree which is terminally infected with fungus, virus or insects. 

Dripline area shall mean the circular area surrounding a tree, the radius of which area shall be the 
distance from the trunk of the tree to the outermost branches of the tree. 

Licensed Tree Expert (LTE) shall mean a person licensed to provide tree expert services in the State of 
New Jersey by the New Jersey Board of Tree Experts under the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:15C-11, et. seq. 

Municipal land shall mean any property owned by the Township, including any lot or right-of-way for 
streets, sidewalks, walkways or municipal utilities except for sanitary sewers and storm sewers on 
developed lots.  For the purposes of this chapter, a right-of-way for a street, sidewalk, walkway or 
municipal utility which is dedicated for public use on a subdivision plot approved by the Township shall 
be deemed to be property owned by the Township only upon, and after, the formal acceptance of such 
right-of-way by the Township. 

Person shall mean any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, company, association or other legal 
entity, including any trustee, receiver, assignee or other similar representative. 
Replacement tree shall mean a balled two and one-half (2.5) inch caliper deciduous shade tree or conifer, 
as measured at a point four and one-half (4.5) feet above the base of the trunk, which species is native and 
long lasting.  A list of recommended replacement trees is available from the Township Land Development 
Office and in Appendix A hereto.  

Screening shall mean one or more trees or hedges, or fencing, which provides a visual barrier between 
properties. 

Subdividable lot shall mean an undeveloped portion of a legally established and existing parcel of land, 
which portion meets the minimum zoning requirements in the zone in which it is located. Subdividable lot 
shall not include that portion of the parcel of land which meets the minimum zoning requirements and 
upon which is located a building which is occupied or is capable of being occupied. 

Township shall mean the Township of Chatham in the County of Morris. 
Tree shall mean any woody perennial plant with a main stem or trunk exceeding twelve (12) inches in 
diameter (36.70 inches in circumference) DBH.  

Tree removal shall mean all trees permitted to be cut down.  If stumps are removed, they shall be 
disposed of properly and not buried on the property. 

Tree removal permit shall mean a permit issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter authorizing the 
removal of a tree or trees located upon a developed lot, undeveloped lot or subdividable lot, located 
within the Township. 

Tree replacement plan shall mean a plan including tabular and pictorial markings regarding the total 
number and size of trees to be removed, the total number of trees that will remain and the size of said 
trees, the total number of replacement trees, and the total number of trees to be protected. 

Undeveloped lot shall mean a legally established and existing parcel of land, with boundaries 
determinable from official records, which does not have a building capable of being occupied, located 
thereon.  Whenever approval is granted by the Planning Board to an application for preliminary 
subdivision, each lot shown upon the subdivision plot which does not have a building located thereon 
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shall be deemed a separate undeveloped lot for the purposes of this chapter.  None of the following shall 
be considered an undeveloped lot for the purposes of this chapter: 

a. Municipal land as defined herein; 

b. Any parcel of land owned in fee by the United States of America, the State of New Jersey, the 
County of Morris or a public utility company regulated by the New Jersey Public Utilities 
Commission; or 

c. Any lot upon which there is conducted an income-producing business involving the removal of 
trees, provided that the conduct of such business is a permitted use under applicable zoning 
regulations or a legally recognized nonconforming use. 

         
22-3   GENERAL PROVISIONS. 
  

22-3.1   Location of trees; Determination.  
A tree shall be considered to be located upon a lot if any part of the trunk or main stem of the tree is 

located upon such lot. If the trunk is located on more than one (1) lot, the tree shall be considered to be 
located on each such lot. If a tree is located upon two (2) or more lots for the purposes of this chapter, any 
application for work related to said tree shall be made upon mutual agreement of the respective owners as 
evidenced by their signatures upon the application.  
  

22-3.2 Applicability. 
Any person who proposes to remove any tree (as defined herein) on a developed lot, an undeveloped 

lot, or a subdividable lot, shall apply for a tree removal permit.  

 

22-4 ACTIVITIES INVOLVING TREES ON MUNICIPAL LAND, DEVELOPED, 
UNDEVELOPED AND SUBDIVIDABLE LOTS. 

22-4.1 Responsibilities of Owner and Contract-Purchaser. 

An owner or contract-purchaser of a developed, undeveloped or subdividable lot, who employs any 
person to perform any work upon such lot, shall not permit such person to violate any provision of this 
chapter.  

22-4.2 Prohibited Activities. 

Except as provided in this chapter, no person shall: 

a. Injure, deface, poison or damage any tree located on any developed, undeveloped or subdividable 
lot located within the Township; 

b. Nail or otherwise attach anything to any tree located within the Township; 

c. Operate, place or maintain within the drip line area of any tree, or within six (6) feet of the trunk of 
any tree, whichever is greater, located on any undeveloped or subdividable lot within the Township, 
any machinery, equipment, heavy objects, stone, rocks, cement, earth, soil or other substance, 
which may harmfully affect such tree by unduly compressing the earth or otherwise impeding or 
preventing the access of water or air to the roots of such tree; or 

d. Excavate around, remove earth or soil from, or cause any water to flow upon the roots of, any tree 
on any undeveloped or subdividable lot located within the Township in any manner that may 
harmfully affect such tree. 

22-4.3 Regulated Activities. 

a. No person shall remove any tree from any developed lot, undeveloped or subdividable lot, until a 
tree removal permit has been obtained with respect to such lot in accordance with the provisions of 
this chapter. 

b. No public utility, except as authorized by the Vegetation Management Rules (N.J.A.C. 14:5-9.1), 
shall perform, or authorize the performance of, any maintenance work on any overhead wires, 
underground pipes or conduits, wherein any pruning, defacing, scarring or removal of trees will 
occur, without having previously applied for, and obtained, approval from the Township Land Use 
Office. Public utilities shall follow the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) A300 for 
pruning and maintenance of trees. 

22-4.4 Tree Replacement and Reforestation. 

a. If the removal of one or more trees is requested and the lot is at, or below, the recommended 
density set forth in this chapter, then replacement trees shall be required for each tree removed. The 
Zoning Officer or designee shall have the discretion to require the planting of hedges or other 
screening as an alternative to replacement tree(s) if same would provide a better visual barrier 
and/or better serve the purpose of this chapter. 
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b. Exceptions to the planting of replacement tree(s) may be granted by the Zoning Officer or designee 
for the following conditions: Trees that are deemed by the Zoning Officer or designee to be (1) 
significantly damaged by catastrophic wind or storm, (2) unsafe, (3) dead, or (4) diseased, or (5) 
where conditions will not likely lead to the planting of additional trees (e.g. meadows). If the owner 
or applicant reasonably believes that the tree constitutes an imminent hazard to life or property, the 
tree may be removed provided that a permit is applied for as soon after the removal as reasonably 
practicable. 

c. Replacement tree(s) shall be located on site, unless otherwise approved by the Zoning Officer or 
designee. 

d. The type of replacement trees to be planted shall be in accordance with Appendix A: hereto, unless 
otherwise approved by the Zoning Officer or designee. Native species are preferred. 

e. Replacement trees required pursuant to this chapter shall be in addition to any trees required 
pursuant to subsection 30 - 63.1h (addressing the planting of shade trees in subdivisions). 
 

f. Unless approved by the Zoning Officer or designee, replacement trees shall be installed within the 
following setbacks (i.e., trees shall be planted in the area between the property line and the setback 
line): 

Rear Yard   25 feet 
Side Yard   10 feet 
Front Yard   20 feet  
  

g. Trees removed within the right-of-way, or within 20 feet of the front yard property line, shall be 
replaced (one for one) with four (4) inch caliper deciduous shade trees.  Replacement trees shall be 
spaced a minimum of forty (40) feet apart.  The maximum required number of four (4) inch caliper 
replacement trees in the front yard is two (2) for lots less than 110 feet wide.  For wider lots, one 
additional tree shall be installed for every forty (40) feet of lot width greater than 110 feet. 

h. An exception to the required number of replacement trees may be granted by the Zoning Officer or 
designee if the Applicant’s LTE determines that planting the number of required replacement trees 
is not feasible due to lack of canopy space, poor soils or other reasonable site constraints. 

22-4.6 Site Protection During Construction. 

During any construction work, the following tree protection measures shall be implemented: 

a. Tree protection measures, including snow fencing or other durable material, shall be installed on 
the lot around the trees to be protected, and the proper installation of said protection measures shall 
be verified by the Zoning Officer or designee prior to soil disturbance; 

b. Protective barriers shall not be supported by the plants or trees they are protecting, but shall be self-
supporting. Barriers shall be a minimum of four (4) feet high and shall not be removed until 
construction is complete; 

c. Snow fencing used for tree protection shall be firmly secured along the dripline area, but not less 
than six (6) feet from the trunk when the dripline is less than six (6) feet; 

d. The grade of the land located within the dripline area shall not be raised, or lowered, more than six 
(6") inches, unless compensated by welling or retaining wall methods; and in no event shall welling 
or retaining wall methods be located less than six (6') feet from the trunk of any tree; 

e. No soil stockpiling, storage of building materials, parking or driving of construction equipment or 
vehicles shall be permitted within the dripline area or within six (6) feet of any remaining trees, 
whichever is greater; 

f. Any clearing within the dripline area, or within six (6) feet of the trunk of a remaining tree, 
whichever distance is greater, shall be done by hand or nonmechanical equipment; and 

g. Where a tree that has been designated for preservation is severely damaged and unable to survive, 
replacement trees shall be planted as provided in subsection 22-4.4. 
 

22-5 APPLICATION FOR TREE REMOVAL PERMIT. 

22-5.1 Application Information. 

a. An applicant, or any person desiring to remove any tree shall file an application for a tree removal 
permit with the Land Use Office and shall not commence the regulated activity without first having 
been issued a tree removal permit. The application form is available in the Land Use Office or on 
the Township website at www.chathamtownship.org. The applicant shall attach to the application a 
survey or other document satisfactory to the Zoning Officer or designee which accurately sets forth 
the location of the tree or trees and evidence of the ownership thereof.  Each application shall 
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include a tree replacement plan, if applicable. The Tree Replacement Plan shall accurately indicate 
the size, type and location of trees to be planted. Each filed application constitutes permission to 
have the site inspected by the Zoning Officer or other designee. The application shall have 
appended to it the List of Recommended Replacement Trees set forth herein as Appendix A. 

b. The removal, protection, and replacement of trees, in accordance with a lot grading plan or site 
plan, must be identified on the plan submitted with said application to the Planning Board, Board of 
Adjustment, Township Construction Official or Township Engineer. The Tree Replacement Plan 
shall include both tabular and pictorial markings of the following information: 

1. Total number and size of tree(s) to be removed; 

2. Total number of trees that will remain and size; 

3. Total number of replacement tree(s) (inclusion of species required); and 

4. Number of tree(s) to be protected. 
 

c. A tree removal permit shall be submitted prior to any Uniform Construction Code (UCC) 
demolition permit being issued for a property.  The application shall include a Conceptual Tree 
Management Plan for any proposed development on the property.  Conceptual Tree Management 
Plans must be approved by two of the following municipal officials: Zoning Officer, Township 
Engineer, Construction Code Official. When no tree removal is proposed, a certification regarding 
same shall be provided to the Construction Code Official prior to issuance of the UCC permit. 

22-5.2 Identification of Trees; Lot Diagram Requirements. 

Unless the tree or trees can be identified and located by description to the satisfaction of the Zoning 
Officer or designee, the application shall be accompanied by two (2) copies of a dimensioned lot diagram 
identifying the precise location of all trees to be removed and all replacement trees.  

22-5.3 Filing of Applications. 

An application shall be considered filed when it has been properly completed as determined by the 
Zoning Officer or designee and delivered to the Township Land Use Office.  

22-5.4 Acceptance of Application. 

A tree removal permit shall not be issued by the Zoning Officer or designee for any part of a 
subdivision, site plan, or lot grading plan, until the appropriate land use board has given approval 
(preliminary or final) for such site plan, subdivision, or lot grading plan. Applications shall be made for a 
tree removal permit at the time of subdivision or site plan application. The survey included with this first 
application must include preliminary foundation location and set backs for each lot with present and 
proposed final grading. The lot boundaries for all the lots must be staked as well as the outline of the 
infrastructure. Trees to be removed must be clearly marked.  

22-6 FEES. 

22-6.1 Fees. 

A fee of $50 shall be paid to the Township of Chatham at the time of the filing of each application for a 
tree removal permit. 

22-6.2 Purpose of Fees. 

The fee required by subsection 22-6.1 is to cover Township expenses for review of the application and 
inspections. No fee shall be returned to any applicant by reason of the disapproval, in whole or in part, of 
any application.  

22-7 REVIEW OF APPLICATION FOR PERMIT; ISSUANCE OF PERMIT. 

22-7.1 Review of Applications. 

a. All tree removal permit applications shall be reviewed by the Zoning Officer or designee, to 
determine whether there is a basis for the issuance of a tree removal permit, which review may 
require inspection of the site that is the subject of the tree removal permit application.  

b. All tree removal permit applications in connection with lot grading plans, building permits, or site 
plans, shall be reviewed by the Zoning Officer or designee, to determine whether there is a basis for 
the issuance of a removal permit, which review may require inspection of the site that is the subject 
of the tree removal permit application.  

c. The following criteria shall be considered in reviewing applications for tree removal permits: 

1. The removal of mature, healthy trees with desirable characteristics shall be avoided. If tree 
removal is part of a development project, a Conceptual Tree Management Plan shall be 
submitted demonstrating that saving the subject tree(s) is not reasonably practical.  The 
reduction of the building, or impervious, coverage area to a ratio below the maximum 
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permitted coverage on the property by ordinance, shall not be deemed a reasonably practical 
basis for saving a tree(s); 

2. Dead and diseased trees may be removed.  A certification from an LTE shall be provided with 
the application to support such tree removal; 

3. Trees which are likely to adversely affect other more desirable trees may be removed.  A 
certification from an LTE shall be provided with the application to support such tree removal; 

4. Trees within 5 feet of a property line shall not be removed unless an evaluation and 
certification is provided by an LTE concluding that the tree must be removed for public safety 
reasons, or because it will be negatively impacted by proposed site improvements (e.g., 
building construction, underground utility/drainage facility installation, in-ground pool 
construction). The LTE shall make his or her evaluation in accordance with recognized guides 
and treatises, including, but not limited to, those set forth in subparagraph d of this paragraph; 

5. Trees within 20 feet of the front yard property line shall not be removed if the subject tree or 
trees is/are consistent with the existing landscape features along the roadway.  Removal of 
trees within 20 feet of the front yard property line shall require the approval of two of the 
following municipal officials: Zoning Officer, Township Engineer, Construction Code 
Official; 

6. Trees  under, and adjacent to, overhead utilities may be removed if maintaining said trees 
requires removal of more than 20% of their natural volume and shape; 

7. Whether the tree removal is proposed for an area which is to be occupied by an approved 
structure, building or other improvement, or whether it will be within ten (10) feet of such an 
approved structure, building or improvement; and 

8. Density  

i. The density of trees in the area and the overall effect of the tree removal on the physical 
nature of the subject property and surrounding properties. Each lot shall contain a 
minimum density of one tree for every 2,500 square feet of lot area.   In determining the 
minimum required density in Residential Zones, no more than four (4) trees in any side, 
front or rear yard setback area shall be included in the calculation. 

ii. In calculating tree density, only trees with a diameter greater than 12 inches shall be 
considered one (1) tree.   
 

d. The condition of all trees that are proposed to be saved, which are located within the proposed area 
of disturbance associated with a site plan or lot grading plan, shall be evaluated prior to, and 
following, site development, by the Applicant’s LTE, by the use of recognized guides and treatises, 
including, but not limited to, the following: 

1. Evaluation of Hazard Trees in Urban Areas, ISA Books, Nelda Matheny and James R. Clark; 

2. Urban Tree Risk Management, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest 
Service, Northeastern Area; and/or 

3. American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Tree Risk Assessment. 

22-7.3 Denial of Application. 

In the event that the Zoning Officer or designee shall deny an application, the reasons for said denial 
shall be set forth in writing.  

22-7.4 Issuance of Tree Removal Permit. 

Whenever the Zoning Officer or designee shall approve an application for a tree removal permit, the 
Township shall issue a tree removal permit in accordance with the terms of the approval, together with a 
copy of the application bearing the signature of an official from the Land Use Office. The permit, once 
issued, must be posted at the site of the tree removal, in a visible area, during the time of the removal and 
for four (4) weeks after the tree is removed.  

22-7.5 Withholding of Building or Grading Permit. 

Whenever a construction or grading permit is requested and the removal of a tree(s) is required in 
connection with the development of the lot, the Township Construction Official shall not issue the 
construction permit until a tree removal permit has been issued and tree management measures are in 
place. 

    22-7.6 Time for Approval of Application. 

    The Zoning Officer or designee shall act upon every filed and deemed complete application for a tree 
removal permit within 30 days of the application being filed and deemed complete. 
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22-8 APPEAL AND HEARING. 

   22-8.1 Tree Management Appeals Committee 
   The Tree Management Appeals Committee shall consist of the Chairperson of the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment, the Chairperson of the Planning Board, and a resident of the Township who is not a public 
official. The resident member of the Tree Management Appeals Committee shall be appointed by the 
Mayor and shall serve at his or her pleasure. 
 
   22-8.2 Time for Appeal; Procedure; Time for Hearing. 

   Any person aggrieved by any action of the Zoning Officer or designee pursuant to any of the provisions 
of this section shall have the right to appeal to the Tree Management Appeals Committee within fifteen 
(15) business days after the action complained of. The appeal shall be made by filing with the Township 
Clerk a written statement setting forth the action complained of and the grounds for the appeal. A fee of 
$50 shall be required to file the appeal. The Tree Management Appeals Committee shall set a time and a 
place for the hearing of the appeal, which hearing shall be convened within twenty (20) business days 
after the filing of the appeal, and notice of the hearing shall be given to the appellant by the Township 
Clerk. At the hearing, the appellant and his or her attorney may present evidence, including the testimony 
of witnesses. The Township Clerk shall keep minutes of the hearing and copies of the documents or 
exhibits referred to, if any. 

  
 22-8.3 Decision on Appeal. 

   Within fifteen (15) business days after the completion of the hearing, the action taken by the Zoning 
Officer or designee shall be affirmed, modified or reversed by the Tree Management Appeals Committee 
by a recorded vote of the majority of the total members thereof. The findings and reasons for the 
disposition of the appeal shall be stated on the records of the Tree Management Appeals Committee and 
the Township Clerk shall give a copy to the appellant. 

 

22-9 STOPPAGE OF UNLAWFUL WORK. 

22-9.1 Issuance of Stop Work Order; Service of Notice. 

The Zoning Officer or designee, in consultation with the Township Engineer, may issue a stop work 
order for any tree work or other regulated development activity which is carried out in violation of a tree 
removal permit or any provision of this chapter. The stop work order shall be issued in writing and a copy 
served on the applicant and any person engaged in the tree work or other regulated development activity 
at the subject lot. If no permit has been issued for the tree work, then the stop work order shall be served 
upon the owner of the lot. After said service of the stop work order, any further tree work or other 
regulated activity shall comply with the terms and conditions of any permit and the provisions of this 
chapter, except for tree work or activity specifically authorized by the Zoning Officer or designee. The 
stop work order for any violation shall remain in effect until the violation has been eliminated to the 
satisfaction of the Zoning Officer or designee. 

22-10 SERVICE OF NOTICE. 

22-10.1 Notice to Persons; Notices to Township. 

Whenever, under the provisions of this chapter, any notice or order is required to be given to, or served 
upon, any person, such notice or order may be given or served by certified mail addressed to the person to 
be notified at the address set forth in the application filed by such person. Any notice to the Township 
shall be served by personal service upon the Township Clerk or by certified mail addressed to the 
Township Clerk, at the Township Municipal Building. 

22-11 PENALTIES. 

Any person who shall violate any provision of this chapter, or who shall fail to comply with an order 
issued pursuant to this chapter, or who shall violate any terms and conditions of any tree removal permit 
issued pursuant to this chapter, shall, upon conviction, be subject to imprisonment in the county jail or in 
any place provided by the Township for the detention of prisoners, for any term not exceeding 90 days; or 
by a fine not exceeding $2,000 or the maximum then permitted under N.J.S.A. 40:49-5 or then applicable 
state law; or by a period of community service not exceeding 90 days. In the event of violations involving 
more than one (1) tree, a violation as to each such tree shall be considered a separate offense.  

22-12 CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION. 
  Any contractor who removes a tree pursuant to a tree removal permit shall be registered with the 
Township.  Registration shall be done annually, by the Construction Office on a calendar year basis.  The 
registration fee shall be $25 per calendar year. The registration requires that all contractors certify that 
they have read and understand the Township Tree Management Ordinance. The registered contractors are 
subject to the aforementioned penalties and fines, as are the subject property owners.  

 
Appendix A - List of Recommended Replacement Trees 
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Scientific Name 
 

Common Name Notes 

Acer negundo Box Elder Found near streams, shade and drought 
tolerant 

Acerrubrum Red Maple Fall color, tolerates wide variety of 
conditions 

Acer saccharum Sugar Maple Fall color; Maple Syrup 

Carpinus caroliniana Hornbeam Shade tolerant 

Carya ovata Shagbark Hickory Hickory nuts for wildlife 

Celtis occidentalis Hackberry Attracts butterflies; blue berries 

Fagus grandifolia American Beech Grows to be a massive tree 

Fraxinus americana White Ash Ash trees tolerate wet.  Baseball bats are 
made from this wood 

Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green Ash  

Juglans nigra Black Walnut Provides food for wildlife 

Liquidambar styraciflua Sweet Gum Considered best foliage tree.  Be sure to 
select a variety without seed balls 

Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip Tree A very large fast growing tree, tolerates wet 
conditions 

Ostrya virginia Ironwood  

Platanus occidentalis Sycamore Interesting bark; can grow very large 

Populus grandidentata Large-toothed aspen  

Populus tremuloides Quaking aspen  

Quercus alba White Oak Acorns; Holds dry leaves in winter 

Quercus bicolor White Swamp Oak  

Quercus rebra Red Oak  

Tilia americana American Liden Popular tree in Chatham Township 

Ulmus americana American Elm Large stately tree nearly extinct in wild from 
Dutch Elm disease. Disease resistant varieties 
are now available 

Evergreens 
 
Chamaecyparis thyoides White Cedar One of the longest lived natives 

Ilex opaca American Holly Berries 

Juniperus virginiana Eastern Red Cedar Blue berries 

Pinus strobus White Pine Mature specimens large, grows relatively fast 

Small Trees 
Scientific Name Common Name Notes 

Amelanchier arborea Shadbush, 
Serviceberry High wildlife value, berries, fall color 

Betula nigra River Birch   

Ceanothus americanus New Jersey Tea Fixes nitrogen, attracts butterflies; more of a 
large shrub 

Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud Beautiful small pink flowers 

Cornus Florida Dogwood Flowers in Spring, red berries 

Hamamelis virginiana Witch-hazel Flowers very early, tolerates wet and shade 

Magnolia virginiana Sweetbay magnolia Small fragrant flowers in summer 
 
PROHIBITED TREES. 



 18 

These are not native trees and are invasive. They can quickly re-seed themselves and crowd out native 
species. Some species, such as the Norway Maple and Sawtooth Oak, will grow quickly and blot out the 
sun and water for other species. Sometimes this quick growth can also produce a very unstable tree. 

   
Scientific Name Common Name Notes 
Acer ginnala  Type of Japanese  Produces many seeds, found along highways 

Acer Plantanoides Norway Maple Very invasive rapid growth 

Ailantus altissima Tree of Heaven Now found in Great Swamp 

Prunus avium Bird Cherry European native, birds can scatter seeds, very 
tough. Also spreads by roots 

Quercus acutissima Sawtooth Oak Not native, rapid growth, many acorns 

Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust Rapidly spreads 

 
 Section 3. If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of this Ordinance 
shall be adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subdivision, clause 
or provision so adjudged and the remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective.  
 
 Section 4. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with or in conflict with this 
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.  
 
 
 
Committeeman Sullivan said that this ordinance was discussed multiple times by the Planning 
Board.  He also said that the ordinance addresses density and streetscapes.  Committeeman 
Sullivan also said that there will be a pre-application process, as well as an appeals process.   
 
Engineer Ruschke noted that a tree management plan will need to be approved before demolition 
permits are issued.  He also explained that tree management will be addressed earlier in the 
redevelopment process because it can be costly for applicants to redo engineering for lot grading 
later in the process.   
 
Deputy Mayor Swartz said that several residents have been concerned about developers asking 
forgiveness for taking down trees improperly rather than getting the proper permits, and this 
ordinance requires developers acknowledge the tree management regulations and agree to abide 
by them.  She also acknowledged the time and effort that Engineer Ruschke put into this 
ordinance.  Committeeman Sullivan thanked Ms. Hagner and Mr. Hurring of the Planning Board 
for their efforts and support in the drafting of the proposed ordinance.   
 
Administrator Ciccarone asked  for clarification about trees within 20 feet of the front property 
line as it relates to the right-of-way.  He asked if people will need to get a survey done to see if 
the tree is within 20 feet of the actual property line.  Engineer Ruschke said that the level of 
scrutiny of a survey would not be required.  Administrator Ciccarone asked how the standards 
would apply to a private road like Linden Lane where right-of-ways do not exist.  Engineer 
Ruschke said that private roads are still subject to Township regulations, and there is a travelled-
way.  Administrator Ciccarone also asked if the Township is specifically exempt from replacing 
trees when a diseased or dying tree is removed in the right-of-way.  Engineer Ruschke said that 
the Township is identified as being exempt.   
 
Administrator Ciccarone suggested the Township Committee consider making homeowners 
responsible for maintenance of everything to the curb, including trees.   Committeeman Sullivan 
expressed a concern about making homeowners responsible for maintenance of sidewalks.  
Administrator Ciccarone said he is more concerned about the responsibility for tree maintenance 
and removal.   
 
Mayor Ritter thanked Committeeman Sullivan for taking the lead on this ordinance, and thanked 
the Planning Board for addressing the topic.   
 
Committeeman Sullivan moved to introduce Ordinance 2018-11.  Committeeman Selen 
seconded the motion.   
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Roll call: Committeeman Selen, Aye; Committeeman Kelly, Aye; Committeeman Sullivan, Aye; 
Deputy Mayor Swartz, Aye; Mayor Ritter, Aye. 
 
Public Hearing for Ordinance 2018-11 will be scheduled for April 26, 2018.   
 
Ordinance 2018-12 
 

ORDINANCE 2018-12 
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, COUNTY OF MORRIS, REPEALING 

SECTION 30-34A, TITLED "REFERRAL TO TREE PROTECTION COMMITTEE" OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 

  
 BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham, County of 
Morris, State of New Jersey, as follows:  

 
Section 1.  Section 30-34A, titled “Referral to Tree Protection Committee”, is hereby repealed. 
 

 Section 2.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with or in conflict with this 
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.  
 
 Section 3.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon: (i) adoption; (ii) publication in 
accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey; and (iii) filing of the final form of adopted 
Ordinance by the Clerk with the Morris County Planning Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-16. 
 
 
Committeeman Sullivan moved to introduce Ordinance 2018-12.  Deputy Mayor Swartz 
seconded the motion.   
   
Roll call: Committeeman Selen, Aye; Committeeman Kelly, Aye; Committeeman Sullivan, Aye; 
Deputy Mayor Swartz, Aye; Mayor Ritter, Aye. 
 
Public Hearing for Ordinance 2018-12 will be scheduled for May 31, 2018.   
 
Consent Agenda 
 

RESOLUTION 2018-078 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS, PAYROLLS, SCHOOL TAXES AND COUNTY TAXES 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that bills in the total amount of $1,607,509.03 and the prior month’s payroll 
of $422,276.58 Current Fund, $54,322.59 Sewer No. 1, $10,812.18 Sewer No. 2, and  
$14,959.76 Police Private Employment be paid. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that taxes due to the School District of the Chathams, for the 
month of April 2018, in the amount of $3,036,968.00 be paid. 
 

RESOLUTION 2018-079 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 

APPROVING MINUTES OF MEETINGS 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham acknowledges 
receipt of and approves the minutes of the Township Committee meeting held   on March 22, 2018.   
 

RESOLUTION 2018-080 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 

APPROVING EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES OF MEETINGS 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham acknowledges 
receipt of and approves Executive Session minutes of the Township Committee meeting held on March 
22, 2018.   
 

RESOLUTION 2018-081 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, IN 
THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, REFUNDING OVERPAYMENT OF 

SEWER FEES 
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 WHEREAS, an overpayment of property sewer fees has been made for the following properties; 
and  
 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has recommended the refund of such overpayment, 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Chatham that the following refunds be made: 
 
BLOCK LOT NAME   &   ADDRESS AMOUNT 

 
64.04 

 
26.01 

 
Christopher Gardner 
33 Hudson Street, Apt 2406 E 
Jersey City, NJ 07302 
 
Former Owner of: 
261 Riveredge Drive  
Chatham Township, NJ  

 

 
$142.50 

1st Quarter 2017 
 

&  
 

$142.50 
3rd Quarter 2017 

Overpayment of Sewer Fees 
 

 
RESOLUTION 2017-082 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 
APPOINTING ALTERNATE MEMBER TO THE PLANNING BOARD 

  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham that the following 

appointment be made effective immediately:  
  

Planning Board Alternate Member   Term Expires 
 
Robert E. Nevin, Alt. 1        December 31, 2018  
 

RESOLUTION 2018-083 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, COUNTYOF MORRIS, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY ACCEPTING THE BID OF LEO G. HINDS & SONS AND CHATHAM DISPOSAL CO. 

FOR THE TREE DEBRIS REMOVAL SERVICES 
  
 WHEREAS, the Township of Chatham has prepared the necessary bid documents and published 
the appropriate advertisements to enable it to seek bids for the Tree Removal Services; and 

 WHEREAS, bids were duly received and opened on April 5, 2018 at 11:00 a.m.; and 
 WHEREAS, the bid of Leo G. Hinds & Sons, PO Box 168, Green Village, NJ 07935, with the 
Bid amount of $1,000 per day for Category A (Furnishing Front-End Loader) was the lowest responsible 
bid, has been reviewed for compliance with the instructions to bidders and specifications and has been 
found to be fully conforming, is within the estimate for the cost thereof, and therefore may be awarded; 
and 
 WHEREAS, the bid of Chatham Disposal Co., 2231 Millburn Avenue, Maplewood, NJ 07040, 
with the Bid amount of $1,100 per day for Category B (Furnishing Tractor/Dump Trailer) was the lowest 
responsible bid, has been reviewed for compliance with the instructions to bidders and specifications and 
has been found to be fully conforming, is within the estimate for the cost thereof, and therefore may be 
awarded; and  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Chatham, County of Morris, State of New Jersey, that, for the reasons set forth above, the bid of Leo G. 
Hinds & Sons is hereby accepted, and the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract 
with Leo G. Hinds & Sons in accordance with the bid specifications.  The anticipated services shall not 
exceed 10 days or a total contract amount of $10,000; and 

NOW, FURTHERMORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Chatham, County of Morris, State of New Jersey, that, for the reasons set forth above, the bid of 
Chatham Disposal Co. is hereby accepted, and the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a 
contract with Chatham Disposal Co. in accordance with the bid specifications.  The anticipated services 
shall not exceed 20 days or a total contract amount of $22,000.  
 

RESOLUTION 2018-084 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 

APPOINTING DEPUTY OEM COORDINATOR 
 

WHEREAS, NJSA App. A:9-40.3 and No. 102 issued on March 15, 1990 by the State Office of 
Emergency Management allow for the appointment of one or more Deputy Emergency Management 
Coordinators; and  

WHEREAS, the Emergency Management Coordinator has recommended the appointment of an 
additional Deputy OEM Coordinator; and  
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WHEREAS, because there are not presently any Township employees available to fill the 
position, a non-salaried employee will be appointed.   

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham, County of 
Morris, State of New Jersey that the following individual be appointed to the Local Emergency Planning 
Committee for a term ending December 31, 2018: 
 
 
Mayor Ritter noted the appointment of Robert Nevin to the Planning Board, and Jon Weston as a 
Deputy OEM Coordinator.  He invited Mr. Weston to introduce himself to the community.  Mr. 
Weston said that he retired from the Port Authority, and he had several previous jobs in New 
York City government.  During his tenure, he received training in emergency management.  Mr. 
Weston said that he contacted Mayor Ritter after the recent storms to see how he could use his 
training to help the Township.  Committeeman Sullivan said that it helps to have volunteers from 
different age groups.   
 
Committeeman Sullivan moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Deputy Mayor Swartz 
seconded the motion.   
    
Roll call: Committeeman Selen, Aye; Committeeman Kelly, Aye; Committeeman Sullivan, Aye; 
Deputy Mayor Swartz, Aye; Mayor Ritter, Aye. 
 
Hearing of Citizens/Petitions 
 
Mayor Ritter opened the Hearing of Citizens. 

 
1. Joe Basralian, 24 Fairfax Terrace, said that the Township Committee promised in 

late 2017 to address the tree protection ordinance in early 2018, and they have 
kept that promise.   He commented that the Zoning Officer has a lot of leeway 
according to the proposed ordinance to grant exemptions to the minimum tree 
coverage of a lot.  He also asked that if the Zoning Officer allows for a 
homeowner to go below the minimum tree cover, if he could send a notice to the 
Zoning Board for the reason why the exemption is being issued.  Regarding 
application fees, Mr. Basralian asked if the fee should increase relative to the 
number of trees being removed.  Mr. Basralian also asked if the Zoning Officer 
could annually report on the number of trees removed and how many were 
replaced in the prior year.  Mr. Ciccarone noted that there is not always a 1:1 
replacement, and sometimes people plant more trees than were removed.  Deputy 
Mayor Swartz noted the time and date for the seedling sale.   

 
Seeing no further public comment, Mayor Ritter closed the Hearing of Citizens.   
 
Committeeman Selen moved to adjourn at 9:46 PM.  Deputy Mayor Swartz seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously.   
 
 
 
 
             
       Gregory J. LaConte 
       Municipal Clerk 
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