
MINUTES  
PLANNING BOARD  

TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 
APRIL 17, 2017 

  
Ms. Nicole Hagner called the Regular Meeting of the Planning Board to order at 7:33 P.M. 
 
Adequate notice of the meetings of the Planning Board of the Township of Chatham was given 
as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice in the form of a Resolution 
setting forth the schedule of meetings for the year 2017, and January, 2018 was published in the 
Chatham Courier and the Morris County Daily Record, a copy was filed with the Municipal 
Clerk and a copy was placed on the bulletin board in the main hallway of the Municipal 
Building. 
 
Roll Call  
 
Answering present to the roll call were Ms. Hagner, Mr. Hurring, Mrs. Swartz, Mr. Brower, Mr. 
Franko, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Travisano.  Mr. Ciccarone, Mr. Kraweic and Mr. 
Tarasca were absent.   
  
Also present were Amanda C. Wolfe, Esq, filling in for Board Attorney Steven Warner, and 
Township Planner Frank Banisch.    
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Mr. Nelson moved to approve the minutes of the March 20th Planning Board meeting.  Mr. 
Brower seconded the motion, which carried unanimously with abstentions by Ms. Hagner and 
Mr. Travisano.   
 
Discussion  
 
Updates 
 
Ms. Hagner reported that Oak Knoll School asked for a Technical Coordinating Committee 
meeting.  They will be submitting an application to the Planning Board for an amended site plan, 
and will be aiming for a hearing at the second meeting in May.   
 
Ms. Hagner also asked for an update on the next steps for the request to rezone Dixiedale Farm.  
Ms. Wolfe advised that the Board wait until the Township knows what the affordable housing 
obligation will be.   
 
Ms. Hagner reported that Rose Valle have indicated their intention to withdraw the application 
for generators.  The applicant to have retail space at the Exxon Station also has not moved 
forward.  Mr. Sullivan noted that the applicant was going to go before the County Planning 
Board, and he suggested that the County be made aware of that possibility as they are planning to 
make improvements to the intersection of Shunpike Road and Southern Boulevard.   
 
 
Master Plan Amendment Recommendations   
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Mr. Sullivan said that there are concerns among Zoning Board members about the height of 
fencing, as well as fences that are becoming more like walls.   
 
Ms. Hagner suggested that a subcommittee be formed to address landscaping issues.  She also 
suggested forming a subcommittee to address the circulation plan.   
 
Mr. Sullivan asked about clear-cutting of lots, and if homeowners can receive more leniency than 
developers.  Mr. Banisch said that Mr. Ruschke addresses tree removal in conjunction with lot 
grading plans.   
 
Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Hurring and Mrs. Swartz were assigned to the circulation plan review 
subcommittee.  Mr. Brower, Mr. Nelson and Ms. Hagner were assigned to the land use review 
subcommittee.   
 
Ms. Hagner asked about having Board members look through the older sections of the Master 
Plan to see if they need to be updated.  Mr. Franko was assigned to review the recycling, 
background and introduction sections.  Mr. Travisano will review the community facilities 
section.   
 
Subcommittees will report on their findings at the next meeting, with further discretion in June or 
July.  
 
Other Business  
 
Mr. LaConte reminded the Board members to file their Financial Disclosure Statements.   
 
Ms. Hagner provided an update on discussions with Morris County on requests to upgrade the 
intersection of Southern Boulevard and River Road.   
 
Hearing of Citizens 
 
Ms. Hagner opened the floor to the Public.   
 

1. Dot Stillinger, CTEC Chairwoman, said that it is wonderful that the Planning Board is 
reexamining the Master Plan.   

 
Seeing no further comment, Ms. Hagner closed the Hearing of Citizens.   
 
Mr. Travisano moved to adjourn at 8:26 PM.  Mr. Sullivan seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously.   
  
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Gregory J. LaConte 
       Planning Board Recording Secretary  
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