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TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 11, 2015  

   

Mayor Sullivan called the Regular meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of 

Chatham to order at 7:30 PM. 

 

Adequate Notice of this meeting of the Township Committee was given as required by the Open 

Public Meetings Act as follows: Notice was given to both The Chatham Courier and the Morris 

County Daily Record on January 7, 2015; notice was posted on the bulletin board in the main 

hallway of the Municipal Building on January 7, 2015; and notice was filed with the Township 

Clerk on January 7, 2015. 

 

Roll Call   

 

Answering present to the roll call were Committeeman Kelly, Committeewoman Swartz and 

Mayor Sullivan.  Deputy Mayor Ritter arrived late, and Committeeman Gallop arrived during 

Executive Session.   

 

Approval of Agenda 

 

The Agenda was approved as written.   

 

Reports   

 

Committeewoman Swatz reported that Steve Carroll and the Green Team submitted 

documentation for Sustainable Jersey recertification.  She also reported that the Environmental 

Commission is concerned about invasive plant species.  Committeewoman Swartz further 

reported that the Madison Health Department is continuing various health screening programs.  

The Senior Center will be taking a trip to Ocean Grove, and will also be hosting a Smart Driver 

Course.  Committeewoman Swartz also reported that road improvement projects are underway.   

 

Committeeman Kelly reported that the grand opening of the trails on the Giralda Farms open 

space tract was on Saturday June 6th.  He said that the acquisition was 136 acres, and is the 

largest purchase during the history of the Morris County Open Space Trust Fund.  

Committeeman Kelly also reported on the Sapling Sale that was initiated in the aftermath of 

Hurricane Sandy, and eight of the few remaining trees were recently given to the PTO at 

Chatham Middle School.   

 

Deputy Mayor Ritter reported that the Colony Pool Advisory Committee met, and registrations 

are up over this point last year.  A grill pit is going to be created at Colony Pool to add to the 

community atmosphere.  Regarding the Public Safety Committee, Deputy Mayor Ritter reported 

that the Police Department held a meeting for the new Neighborhood Watch Program.   

 

Engineer Ruschke provided an update on road resurfacing projects.  Loantaka Lane North paving 

will begin on Monday.  The Township’s section of Woodland Road will be milled on Monday 

and paved on Tuesday, and Madison will be doing some work on their portion on Wednesday.  

Engineer Ruschke also reported that drainage improvements will be made in the vicinity of 

Glenmere, and he is waiting for input from utility companies before work can proceed.     

 

Hearing of Citizens/Petitions  

   

Mayor Sullivan opened the Hearing of Citizens.   

 

1. Cam Francini, 39 Inwood Road (Chatham Borough), read into the record a letter he wrote 

supporting the installation of a sidewalk on the east side of Lafayette Ave.  Mr. Francini 

said that he walks to school with his sister, and having the sidewalk would add to 

pedestrian safety.  He also said that the east side gets muddy on rainy days, making 

walking on that side of the street difficult.   
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2. Janet Roffina, 52 Dellwood Ave, said that walking to the Dellwood path is out of the way 

for many children walking to school.  She voiced her support for the installation of a 

sidewalk on the east side of Lafayette Ave.   

 

3. Carole Ethridge, 15 Oak Drive (Chatham Borough), said that she has spoken with 

neighbors, and sent the Township Committee and Borough Mayor Bruce Harris an email 

with an attachment of over 70 emails from neighbors supporting the Lafayette Ave 

sidewalk installation.   

 

4. Kathy Kellstom, 81 Chandler Road, said that her son was hit by a car while crossing the 

street when he was a student at Lafayette Avenue School, and fortunately was not hurt.  

She suggested that the sidewalk on Lafayette Ave be installed before anyone gets 

seriously hurt.   

 

5. Rosanne Maraziti, 50 Inwood Road (Chatham Borough), said that she is opposed to the 

proposed sidewalk.  She said that the Police Department was able to provide her with 

accident reports from March 2005 to March 2015 for Lafayette Ave in the vicinity of 

Lafayette Avenue School.  Mrs. Maraziti provided information from some of the reports, 

and suggested that a crosswalk be installed at Chandler Road rather than installing the 

sidewalk.   

 

6. Carole Dinnhaupt, 2 Chandler Road (Chatham Borough), said that sidewalks help make 

great communities, and expressed her support for the proposed sidewalk on Lafayette 

Ave.   

 

7. Andrew Dinnhaupt, 2 Chandler Road (Chatham Borough), commented on the school 

traffic in this area.  He also said that the proposed sidewalk would also help people get to 

afterschool activities.   

 

8. Dave Vermillion, 32 Oak Drive (Chatham Borough), responded to Mrs. Maraziti’s 

comments, saying that her research shows the need for the sidewalk.  He stressed the 

importance of pedestrian safety.   

 

9. Kelly Francini, 39 Inwood Road (Chatham Borough), said that she has seen an increase 

in the number of children living in her neighborhood, who will likely be walking to 

school in coming years.   

 

Seeing no further comment, Mayor Sullivan closed the Hearing of Citizens.  Mayor Sullivan said 

that the various opinions on the sidewalk issue are being taken into consideration.  He also said 

that the Township may reach out to TransOptions to do a professional study on this.   

 

Consent Agenda 

 
RESOLUTION 2015-116 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS, PAYROLLS, SCHOOL TAXES AND COUNTY TAXES 

  

 BE IT RESOLVED that bills in the total amount of $1,138,497.51 and the prior month’s payroll 

of $396,748.91 Current Fund, $50,972.68 Sewer No. 1, $11,212.79 Sewer No. 2, and  

$17,806.54 Police Private Employment be paid. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that taxes due to the School District of the Chathams, for the 

month of June 2015, in the amount of $2,828,281.00 be paid. 

  

RESOLUTION 2015-117 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 

APPROVING MINUTES OF MEETINGS 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham acknowledges 

receipt of and approves the minutes of the Township Committee meeting held   on May 28, 2015.   

 

RESOLUTION 2015-118 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 

APPROVING EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES 
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 BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham acknowledges 

receipt of and approves Executive Session minutes of the Township Committee meeting held on May 28, 

2015.   

 

RESOLUTION 2015-119 

RATIFYING, CONFIRMING AND CLARIFYING RESOLUTION 2015-115 OF THE 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF 

MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

 WHEREAS, on May 30, 2013, Fenix-Chatham I, LLC, and Fenix-Chatham II, LLC, entered into 

a Developer’s Agreement with the Township of Chatham which required that the construction of the 

development be completed within two (2) years of the date of the Agreement; and  

 WHEREAS, the developer indicated a delay in starting construction of the development because 

of certain financial difficulties; and  

 WHEREAS, the developer requested an extension from the Township Committee of the 

Developer’s Agreement; and  

 WHEREAS, during the public portion of the May 28, 2015 Township Committee meeting, the 

developer modified the request for an extension to a thirty (30) day period subject to reasonable 

extensions by the Township Engineer for weather and other events; and  

 WHEREAS, on May 28, 2015, the developer advised the Township Committee that certain 

improvements would be completed during this thirty (30) day period; namely, water, detention basin and 

road improvements; and 

 WHEREAS, in the event that the developer does not complete the improvements during this 

thirty (30) day period, this matter will be reviewed again by the Township Committee at either the June 

25 or July 16, 2015 meeting; and 

 WHEREAS, it is the purpose of this Resolution to ratify, confirm and clarify the action taken by 

the Township Committee at its May 28, 2015 meeting. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Chatham, County of Morris, State of New Jersey, as follows:  

 

1. The Developer’s Agreement is extended for a period of thirty (30) days from May 30, 

2015 to June 29, 2015, subject to reasonable extensions by the Township Engineer for 

weather and other conditions. 

  

2. In the event that the developer does not complete the improvements during this thirty (30) 

day period, this matter will be reviewed by the Township Committee at either the June 25 

or July 16, 2015 meeting depending upon the action taken by the Township Engineer. 

 

3. This Resolution is limited to extending the completion date and no other issues. 

 

4. A copy of this Resolution shall be provided to the developer. 

 

5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.   

 

RESOLUTION 2015-120 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, 

COUNTY OF MORRIS 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules that permit 

municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally granted to the Director of 

the Division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual budget examination;  and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 11, 1997; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 thru 7.5 the Township of Chatham has been declared eligible 

to participate in the program by the Division of Local Government Services, and the Chief Financial 

Officer has determined that the Township meets the necessary conditions to participate in the program for 

the 2014 budget year. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham 

that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & b and based upon the Chief Financial Officer’s certification.  

The governing body has found the budget has met the following requirements: 

 

1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been calculated pursuant to law and 

appropriated as such in the budget: 

a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges 

b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures 
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c. Cash deficit of preceding year 

d. Reserve for uncollected taxes 

e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items 

f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school purposes 

2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

40A:4-45.2 and appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations found at 40A:4-45.3 et 

seq. are fully met.  (Complies with the “CAP” law.) 

3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content as required by the Local Budget Law 

and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 and 5:30-5. 

4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law: 

a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate, and correctly stated 

 b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth 

c. In itemization, form, arrangement, and content the budget will permit the exercise of  

    the comptroller function within the municipality. 

5.   The budget has been introduced, publicly advertised and adopted in accordance with the relevant  

provisions of the Local Budget Law, except that failure to meet the deadlines of N.J.S.A.  

40A:4-5 shall not prevent such certification. 

6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services. 

 

RESOLUTION 2015-121 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, IN THE COUNTY OF 

MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, RELEASING DEVELOPER ESCROW ACCOUNT 

AND/OR PERFORMANCE BOND BALANCES 

  

WHEREAS, developers are required to deposit monies with the Township for the purposes of 

offsetting Township professional costs to review plans or to inspect approved development and for the 

purpose of ensuring the satisfactory completion of public or private improvements; and 

WHEREAS, these deposited monies, following all necessary withdrawals to cover Township 

expenses or costs, may be released upon satisfactory completion of work, receipt of review board 

decisions, or completion of guaranteed work, upon passage of a Township resolution authorizing such 

release.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Chatham that the following guarantee amount or account balances, with interest adjustments as prescribed 

by state and local laws, may be released to the depositor of record:  

  

NAME Project A/C NUMBER AMOUNT 

 

Boag Nurseries  

16 Troy Road  

Whippany, NJ  07981 

 

BOH 14-48.21-172 

 

7763179396 

 

$40,011.97 

 

Keith Savel 

62 Spring Valley Road  

Morristown, NJ  07960 

 

Winter Bond  

15-139-3.04 

 

7763179536 

 

$10,000.00 

Plus Interest 

 

RESOLUTION 2015-122  

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM, IN 

THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,  

REFUNDING OVERPAYMENT OF TAXES 

  

 WHEREAS, applying prior year widow of veteran tax deductions has created an overpayment of 

property taxes for the following property; and  

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has recommended the refund of such overpayment, 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Chatham that the following refunds be made: 

 

BLOCK LOT NAME   &   ADDRESS AMOUNT 

64.04 16.02 Eileen Midtbo  

140 Riveredge Drive 

Chatham, NJ 07928   

 

2011 - $250.00  

2012 - $250.00  

2013 - $250.00  

2014 - $250.00  

 

Total - $1,000.00  
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Deputy Mayor Ritter moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Committeewoman Swartz 

seconded the motion.   

 

Roll call: Committeeman Gallop, Absent; Committeeman Kelly, Aye; Committeewoman 

Swartz, Aye; Deputy Mayor Ritter, Aye; Mayor Sullivan, Aye. 

 

Hearing of Citizens/Petitions  

 

Mayor Sullivan opened the Hearing of Citizens.   

Seeing no public coming forward, Mayor Sullivan closed the Hearing of Citizens.   

 

Discussion 

 

Holiday Schedule  

 

Mr. LaConte reported that General Election Day is considered a State Holiday.  In recent years, 

Township staff have requested to trade this holiday for a different day off.  This year, the 

Department of Public Works has requested to trade Election Day for July 6th, and the 

Administrative Staff have requested to trade it for Christmas Eve.  The consensus of the 

Committee was to grant the request.   

 

Announcements  

 

Mayor Sullivan announced that on Saturday, there will be the Fishawack Festival in Chatham 

Borough.  He also noted this year is the 300th Anniversary of the settlement of Chatham, which 

will be marked by a cake-cutting ceremony at 10:30 AM.   

 

Executive Session  

 

RESOLUTION 2015-P-07 

  

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP  

OF CHATHAM IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING 

CONFERENCE OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE WITH THE PUBLIC EXCLUDED 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 of the Open Public Meetings Act permits the exclusion of 

the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Chatham is of the opinion 

that such circumstances presently exist. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Chatham, County of Morris, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of the specified subject matter. 

 

2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows: 

 

a. Contract negotiations: Lease Extensions with T-Mobile at Colony Pool and 

Esternay Field  

 

3. It is anticipated that the minutes on the subject matter of the Executive Session 

will be made public upon conclusion of the matter under discussion; and in any 

event, when appropriate pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-7 and 4-13. 

 

4. The Committee will come back into Regular Session and may take further action. 

 

5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

Mayor Sullivan announced that the Township Committee would not be taking any formal action 

following Executive Session.   
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Deputy Mayor Ritter moved to pass Resolution 2015-P-07 to enter Executive Session at 8:14 

PM.  Committeeman Kelly seconded the motion.   

 

Roll call: Committeeman Gallop, Absent; Committeeman Kelly, Aye; Committeewoman 

Swartz, Aye; Deputy Mayor Ritter, Aye; Mayor Sullivan, Aye. 

 

The Township Committee returned to public session at 8:58 PM, and the meeting was adjourned.   

 

 

 

       

Gregory J. LaConte   

       Township Clerk 


