
Chatham Township Environmental Commission 
58 Meyersville Rd, Chatham, NJ 07928, 973-635-4600 
Minutes of the Tuesday June 11, 2019 
 
The meeting of the Chatham Township Environmental Commission convened at 7:20 pm on Tuesday, June 
11, 2019, at the Township Municipal Building. In attendance were CTEC members Cara Feeser, Maureen 
Kelly, Amy Mason, Dan Miller, Christina Mott, Dot Stillinger, and Township Committee Liaison Tracy 
Ness Absent: Jessica Romeo, Matt Palmer and Don Travisano.   
Also attending, Twp. resident Lisa McHugh Board of Adjustment member and Jocelyn Mathiasen, Chatham 
Borough council member.  
 
CTEC'S PURPOSE: To undertake projects and make recommendations concerning the protection or use of 
natural resources, including water resources and air quality, located within or directly affecting Chatham 
Township. 
 
The Chatham Township Environmental Commission's goal is to provide a responsible environmental 
viewpoint to Township Committees and boards and to undertake projects with a strong educational 
component in order to inform officials and residents about constructive actions that can be taken to preserve 
the environment. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT -- The meeting schedule for 2019 January 2020 is posted on the 
main bulletin board at the Township municipal building and on the Chatham Township website at 
www.chathamtownship.org. The public is cordially invited to attend all meetings including the Land Use 
Subcommittee, join the discussions and participate in projects. 
 
APPROVED DATES FOR CTEC AND GREEN TEAM MEETINGS FOR 2019 - January 2020 Tuesday 
February 5, Tuesday March 5, Tuesday April 2, Tuesday May 7, Tuesday June 11 (to avoid election day), NO 
MEETING IN JULY, Tuesday August 6 (if needed), Tuesday September 10 (avoid Labor Day), Tuesday 
October 1, Tuesday November 12 (avoid election day), Tuesday December 3, Tuesday January 7, 2020. 
 
PESTICIDE REDUCTION SUBCOMMITTEE – Chair Cara Feeser provided an update on the RFP for field 
maintenance of organic fertilizer and weed treatment. Whereas, three proposals have been received and 
reviewed and a recommendation will be made to the Township Committee for the lowest bidder to provide 
organic fertilizing treatment only, no weed treatment, no spraying. CTEC does not fully agree with this 
technique, vendor and was not consulted in the final process. 
 
GREEN TEAM MEETING (7:57-8:45) Maureen Kelly, Green Team Chair, J. Romeo, and Green Team Vice  
Chair – 2018 Bronze Certification.  
Reviewed numerous items that can be recertified for 2021, whether by ordinance, new documentation, 
updating or another action. This will be worked on over the summer. Such as: anti idling expired, forestry plan 
needs updating, renew sustainable pledge and safe routes to school expired.  
 
Jocelyn Mathiasen, Chatham Borough Council member discussed the Northern Jersey Sustainable Municipal 
Alliance (Chatham Borough, Chatham Twp, Madison and other communities) are working together to address 
residents and businesses regarding plastic pollution and reduction.  They will be seeking feedback from local 
businesses through a survey. www.surveymonkey.com/r/plasticbagsbusiness The survey is to get a 
generalization and provide data regarding plastics including bags and sustainability. Jessica Romeo will 
present a PowerPoint on reducing the use of plastic bags to the Township Committee at June 27th meeting.  
 
CTEC discussed the survey participation, and the need for supporting small township businesses and not 
deterring local or new business.   The Alliance is seeking the feedback of businesses in the community to 
ensure that these initiatives are designed with their concerns in mine, hoping that the business will express 
their opinion through the survey, as small businesses are necessary. The business does not have to 
participate in the survey.  CTEC voted to allow the use of the survey.   Maureen Kelly motion to approve the 
survey and Christina Mott 2nd, Dan Miller voted against, all others present were in favor.  
 
Also discussed was the consideration of a draft ordinance regarding single use plastic bags. Chair Stillinger 
noted that CTEC needs to discuss all ordinances before they are presented to the Township Committee. 
 
  
 
 



 
 
 
 
RECYCLING VIDEO - Christina Mott is planning on making a few creative educational videos on the do’s and 
don’ts of recycling.  CTEC viewed a sample video and provided feedback.   Videos will be put on the Township 
webpage and Facebook.  
 
RECYCLING INTERN Jessica Romeo acquired a summer recycling intern. She is an Environmental Science 
major and a township resident. She has expressed an interest in working on recycling issues and will work with 
Recycling Coordinator Christie Tragno on several projects. She will also conduct audits at the Recycling 
Center on a couple of Tuesdays. Ms. Jessica Romeo of the Environmental Commission is to be commended 
for putting her in contact with the Township. 
 
ENERGY AGGREGATION – Amy Mason – Will schedule a meeting next week with energy advisor represents, 
TC Ness, Energy Company and Livingston representative to further discuss and report back. 
 
CHATHAM HIGH SCHOOL WATER QUALITY PROJECT - Friday June 14th from 7:45 AM - 8:35 AM or 
Monday June 17th from 10:10 AM – 12:00 PM in Chatham High School Rm C137 In conjunction with the Great 
Swamp Watershed Association, Chatham High School AP Environmental Science students have been working 
on a project called Swamped! Mitigating Local Runoff to Protect Our Waters in which we have identified 
problems and solutions to storm water runoff quantity and quality. We are inviting you to hear the results of our 
research on Friday June 14th from 7:45 AM - 8:35 AM or Monday June 17th from 10:10 AM – 12:00 PM in 
Chatham High School Rm C137. Over the time periods specified, approximately 25 teams will be sharing our 
ideas for what we as community members can do to reduce the amount of storm water runoff and increase the 
quality of the runoff as a way to assist the Great Swamp in the task of purifying our water for communities 
downstream in the Passaic River drainage basin. Please consider joining us as we will greatly appreciate your 
feedback and suggestions. Please contact Dr. Holzer (mholzer@chatham-nj.org) by Wednesday June 12th so 
your name can be added to our list of visitors. 
 
APPLICATION/ENVIRONMENTAL PERMIT REVIEW 
- Arbor Green at Chatham (Skate Park site) on Southern Blvd., Block 48.16, Lot 117.27 (portion). 4-15-19. 
Application to NJDEP for wetlands general permit GP#1 (Maintenance and repair of existing features) and 
special activity transition area waiver redevelopment. Proposed construction of two, 2-story residential 
apartment buildings, a 36-space surface parking lot and ancillary improvements including storm water 
management features and site landscaping. Wetlands occur in the rear of the property and beyond into the 
Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge. CTEC commented on the application for a wetlands permit for the cell 
tower behind the skate park. CTEC has no additional comment to the NJDEP at this time but will follow in other 
boards. PENDING.  
- Williams/Transco gas transmission pipeline, notice of valve replacement, 3-21-19. Work to begin 4-22-19. 
Facility at the end of Jay Road. Adjoining wetlands. PENDING. 
- 700 Fairmount Ave., Block 60, Lot 18.02. 11-29-2018. Application to Board of Adjustment for variance for 
disturbance of steep slopes already altered. A 43 foot drop from street to rear property line. Drains to tributary 
of Black Brook, a major stream in the Great Swamp. Much of the lot has been clearcut. Letter was sent from 
CTEC to Board of Adjustment requesting restrictions on approvals. In response the Board of Adjustment 
obtained a conservation easement on the lower slopes prohibiting any disturbance. CLOSED. 
 
NOTES AND ANY OTHER DISCUSSION  
• New and very good NJDEP website for maps, parcels and environmental information at NJ-GeoWeb, 
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/gis/geowebsplash.htm. Use Internet Explorer.  
• Very good Morris County mapping utility at https://morrisgisapps.co.morris.nj.us/apps/parcelsearcher/, hit 
Map and use the i tool. Gives information about each parcel and has aerials layer. Search for more detailed 
information about a parcel at https://mcweb1.co.morris.nj.us/MCTaxBoard/. Use Microsoft Internet Explorer for 
both.  
• Pilgrim oil pipeline - An oil pipeline is more sinister than a gas pipeline. A gas discharge disperses quickly into 
the atmosphere; an oil spill poisons the land. - Rumors that Pilgrim is beginning to apply for permits. NOTE that 
the Township Committee has voted to continue its membership in the coalition of towns contributing to legal 
fees to fight the pipeline. - Visit 
http://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=af162ec18761444b929957b8c82ab903 for detailed 
Pilgrim Pipeline information developed by Drew professor Lisa Jordan and her students. The map is also on 
the EC website. Click anywhere on a map for information about that object.  



 
 
 
RECENT LETTERS SENT  
• April 2019. Memo to Board of Adjustment asking for restrictions on a property applying for variances for 
previously disturbed steep slopes draining to the Great Swamp.  
• March 2019. Letters to Senator Richard Codey, Asm. John McKeon and Asm. Mila Jasey urging legislation 
requiring pesticide-free lawn care on school and municipal playing fields and recreation areas.  
• Feb. 2019. Letters to NJDEP, BPU, Rep. Mikie Sherrill concerning PSE&G application for permit to apply 
pesticide along their right-of-ways to control vegetation.  
 
 
EVENTS  
- CHATHAM HIGH SCHOOL WATER QUALITY PROJECT - Friday June 14th from 7:45 AM - 8:35 AM or 
Monday June 17th from 10:10 AM – 12:00 PM in Chatham High School Rm C137. - June 27, 7:30 p.m. 
Presentation on plastics reduction at the Township Committee meeting.  
 
MAIL RECEIVED 
- Notice of LOI and general permit requests  
- Newsletters 
- Monthly financial report 
- Minutes of recent meetings of the Long Hill Township and Chatham Borough Environmental Commissions 
 
 
ADJOURN 9:35 
 
 
 
 
Carolyn Scannelli 
Minutes Secretary 
 
 


