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TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 
AUGUST 19, 2019 

 
Mr. Tom Franko called the regular meeting of the Planning Board to order at 7:28 P.M. 
 
Adequate notice of the meetings of the Planning Board of the Township of Chatham was given 
as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice in the form of a Resolution 
setting forth the schedule of meetings for the year 2019, and January, 2020 was published in the 
Chatham Courier and the Morris County Daily Record, a copy filed with the Municipal Clerk 
and a copy placed on the bulletin board in the main hallway of the Municipal Building. 
  
Answering present to the roll call were Mr. Franko, Mrs. Swartz, Ms. Hagner, Mr. Hoffmann, 
Mr. Kelly and Mr. Nelson. 
  
Also present were Board Engineer John Ruschke, Township Planner Frank Banisch and Board 
Attorney Steve Warner.   
 
Mr. Travisano, Mrs. Ozdemir, Mr. Sheth, Mr. Coviello and Mr. Tarasca.   
 were absent.  
 
Ms. Hagner moved to excuse the absences of Mr. Travisano, Mrs. Ozdemir, Mr. Coviello and 
Mr. Tarasca.  Mr. Kelly seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.   
 
Approval of Minutes  
 
Mr. Nelson moved to approve the minutes of the July 15th Planning Board minutes.  Ms. Hagner 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously with an abstention by Mr. Franko.   
 
Hearings 
 
Mr. Warner announced that at the July 15th meeting, the Dixiedale and Arbor Green at Chatham 
applications were carried without further notice to August 5th.  The August 5th meeting was 
subsequently cancelled, and notice was sent out by the Developer that the hearings were carried 
to August 19th.  However, due to other legal and engineering concerns, the matter is being further 
carried until September 9th at 7:30 PM without further notice.  Mr. Warner said that the hearings 
might need to be further carried to a later date in September, and apologized that sooner notice 
was not available.  He also said that the applicant’s right to due process prohibits the Planning 
Board from discussing the applications at this meeting without the applicant present.   
 
Mr. James Reiss, a resident of Heritage Greene asked that the next meeting be held in the 
Community Room.  Mr. Hoffmann said that this meeting is not in the Community Room due to 
the air conditioning in that room malfunctioning.   
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Ms. Hagner said that adequate notice will be needed when a hearing needs to be cancelled.  She 
also requested that the Board have an executive session to discuss the legal matters why the 
hearing is being continued at a later meeting.  Mr. Warner said that executive sessions are 
usually noticed at least 48 hours in advance.   
 

1. Malia Romano, 184 Hillside Ave, asked about further public notice of the hearing 
schedule.  Mr. Warner said that announcements at public meetings are the official public 
notice of the continuation of a hearing per the Municipal Land Use Law so long as the 
time, date and place of the meeting are announced.  
 

2. Sue Ligertwood, 26 Heritage Drive, asked if cancellations will be posted on the 
Township website.  Mr. Hoffmann noted that the agenda for this meeting was posted 
online in advance.  Mr. LaConte said that the cancellation information needs to be 
available in advance in order for Township officials to have it posted.   
 
Ms. Hagner asked that the Board have an executive session at the next meeting to discuss 
the legal issues that caused the delay in the hearings.   
 

3. Bailey Brower, 16 Driftway, asked if the public could suggest street names for the 
Dixiedale application.  Mr. Warner advised that the information be presented at the next 
hearing so as not to jeopardize the hearing.   

 
Mr. Nelson moved to adjourn at 7:48 PM.  Mr. Kelly seconded the motion which carried 
unanimously.   
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Gregory J. LaConte 
       Planning Board Recording Secretary  
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